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EDITOR’S PAGE 
Saanich Squares & Trailblazers 

With this issue we welcome the Saanich Squares and 

the Trailblazers as member clubs of the Cross Trail 

News. The LVIWSRDA club membership applica-

tions for these two clubs were approved at the Janu-

ary 19th Association meeting. 

The Saanich Squares is Lorne & Barb Clayton’s new 

dancers Mainstream class club and dances Sunday 

evenings at the Cordova Bay United Church Hall. 

The Trailblazers Square Dance Group has Darrell 

Roberts and Dwight Fry as their callers/cuers and 

dance Basic/Mainstream with Phase 2 and 3 rounds 

on second, fourth, and fifth Fridays at the Victoria 

Scout House. 

 

Season Wind-Up & Summer Events 

With this issue we wind up the 2024-2025 dance sea-

son and see the start of the summer events. 

Posters for a number of summer dances and campouts  

appear later in this issue: 

• May 4 – VDCTA & LVIWSRDA – Spring 

Round-Up – Colwood Hall  – Page 38. 

• May 17 & 18 – Ripple Rockets – Blast Off 2025 

– Campbell River, BC – Pages 40-41. 

• May 25 – FVS&RDA & The Valley Circle – 65th 

Anniversary Dance – Surrey, BC  – Page 42. 

• June 1 – UVISDA – Joint Dance with LVIWS-

RDA – Nanoose Place  – Page 43. 

• June 6 & 7 – Mainstream Dancing Getaway – In-

vermere, BC – Page 44. 

• June 13 to 15 – TSS&RDA – Chase the Fun 2025 

– Chase, BC – Page 45. 

• June 22 – UVICTA – June Special Dance – Na-

noose Place – Page 47. 

• July 18 & 19 – Ocean Waves – Catch the Wave – 

Fanny Bay & Courtenay, BC – Page 48. 

• July 30 to August 2 – BC Festival 2025 – Lang-

ley, BC – Page 49. 

• August 14 to 16 – Star Dusters – Across the Pond 

Weekend – Powell River, BC – Page 50. 

We encourage you to attend as many of these events 

as you can fit into your calendar. 

 

Alex Wotherspoon 

Editor  

[Return to CONTENTS page.] 
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DANCE DATES - LOWER VANCOUVER ISLAND 

APRIL 2025 
 

MONDAY 

Star Twirlers...............Plus Teach/Workshop, ~8:00-10:00 PM, Colwood Community Hall .....................7, 14, 28 

 Easter Monday – Dance Cancelled ...................................................................................21 
 

TUESDAY 

Rainbow Rounders .....Rounds Phase 2, 7:30-9:30 PM, Colwood Community Hall ...................................1, 15, 29 

 Rounds Phase 3-4, 7:30-9:30 PM, Colwood Community Hall ......................................8, 22 
 

THURSDAY 

Star Twirlers...............Advanced Class/Dance, ~7:30-9:30 PM, Colwood Community Hall ...............3, 10, 17, 24 
 

FRIDAY 

Mavericks ...................Mainstream with Rounds, 7:30-9:30 PM, Cordova Bay United Church Hall .....................4 

 Good Friday – Dance Cancelled .......................................................................................18 

Trailblazers ................Basic/Mainstream with Rounds, 7:30-9:30 PM, Victoria Scout House ......................11, 25 
 

SATURDAY 

Frontier Twirlers ........Plus, 7:30-8:00 PM, Mainstream, 8:00-9:45 PM, Colwood Community Hall ..............5, 19 

Country Cousins.........Mainstream with Rounds, 7:30-9:30 PM, Cordova Bay United Church Hall .............12, 26 
 

 

SPECIAL DANCES 

Frontier Twirlers ........Mexican Dance, 7:30-9:45 PM, Colwood Community Hall ....................................... Sat. 5 

 (See poster page 32) 

Country Cousins.........Western Barn Dance, 7:30-9:30 PM, Cordova Bay United Church Hall .................. Sat. 12 

 [Members only: AGM & Potluck Dinner 5:30-7:00 PM] 

 (See poster page 33) 

Rainbow Rounders .....Wind-Up Dance – Phase 3-4, 7:30-10:00 PM, Colwood Community Hall ............. Tues. 22 

Country Cousins.........Bunny Hop Dance, 7:30-9:30 PM, Cordova Bay United Church Hall ...................... Sat. 26 

 (See poster page 35) 

VDCTA ......................FREE Mainstream Dance, 1:30-2:45 PM, Colwood Community Hall .................... Sun. 27 

 (See poster page 36) 

Rainbow Rounders .....Wind-Up Dance – Phase 2, 7:30-10:00 PM, Colwood Community Hall ................ Tues. 29 
 

 

MEETINGS 

LVIWSRDA ..............Association Annual General Meeting, 3:00-4:00 PM, Colwood Community Hall .. Sun. 27 

VDCTA ......................Association Annual General Meeting, 3:00-4:00 PM, 

 Colwood Women’s Institute Room .......................................................................... Sun. 27 

 (Meetings follow FREE Mainstream Dance – see above) 

Please Note – Dance dates information is compiled from a number of sources and is believed to be accurate, how-

ever these details are subject to change depending on hall availability, Public Health Orders, and/or other factors. 

If in doubt please confirm particulars including dates, times, and locations with the event organizers. Association 

and club contacts are on the directory pages in this issue. The Cross Trail News cannot be held responsible for any 

errors. 
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DANCE DATES - LOWER VANCOUVER ISLAND 

MAY 2025 
 
MONDAY 

Star Twirlers...............Plus Teach/Workshop, ~8:00-10:00 PM, Colwood Community Hall ...........................5, 12 

 

THURSDAY 

Star Twirlers...............Advanced Class/Dance, ~7:30-9:30 PM, Colwood Community Hall .............................1, 8 

 

FRIDAY 

Mavericks ...................Mainstream with Rounds, 7:30-9:30 PM, Cordova Bay United Church Hall .....................2 

Trailblazers ................Basic/Mainstream with Rounds, 7:30-9:30 PM, Victoria Scout House ........................9, 30 

 Hall not available  - Dance Cancelled ..............................................................................23 

  

SATURDAY 

Frontier Twirlers ........Plus, 7:30-8:00 PM, Mainstream, 8:00-9:45 PM, Colwood Community Hall ....................3 

Country Cousins.........Mainstream with Rounds, 7:30-9:30 PM, Cordova Bay United Church Hall ...................10 

 

 

SPECIAL DANCES 

Mavericks ...................Black & White Birthday Dance, 7:30-9:30 PM, 

 Cordova Bay United Church Hall ................................................................................. Fri. 2 

 (See poster page 37) 

Frontier Twirlers ........Windup Dance, 7:30-10:00, Colwood Community Hall ............................................. Sat. 3 

LVIWSRDA/VDCTA...Spring Roundup, Rounds, 1:30-2:00 PM, Mainstream, 2:00-4:15 PM, 

 Colwood Community Hall .......................................................................................... Sun. 4 

 (See poster page 38) 

Country Cousins.........Happy Birthday Dance, 7:30-9:30 PM, Cordova Bay United Church Hall............... Sat. 10  

 (See poster page 39) 

Star Twirlers...............Wind-Up Dance, 8:00-10:00 PM, Colwood Community Hall ................................ Mon. 12 

VDCTA ......................Colwood Hall Benefit Dance, Mainstream, 7:30-9:30 PM, 

 Colwood Community Hall ....................................................................................... Wed. 28 

 (See Summer Mainstream Dances poster in next issue) 

[Return to CONTENTS page.] 

VISIT YOUR REGION’S WEBSITE 

Lower Vancouver Island – Region 1 

region1.squaredance.bc.ca 

Upper Vancouver Island – Region 8 

region8.squaredance.bc.ca 

[Return to CONTENTS page.] 

https://region1.squaredance.bc.ca
https://region8.squaredance.bc.ca
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DANCE DATES - UPPER VANCOUVER ISLAND 
 

APRIL 2025 
 
WEDNESDAY 

Rings Squares & Rounds 

 Mainstream Workshop & Rounds Phase II+, 1:00-3:00 PM, 

 St. John the Divine Anglican Church Hall, Courtenay .....................................2, 9, 16, 23 

 

THURSDAY 

Island Gems ................. Rounds Phase 3 & 4, 7:00-9:00 PM, Wellington Hall, Nanaimo....................3, 10, 17, 24 

Star Dusters .................. West Coast, 7:00-9:00 PM, Star Dusters Dance Hall, Powell River ...............3, 10, 17, 24 

 

FRIDAY 

Amalgam-Eighters ....... Mainstream, 7:00-9:30 PM, Costin Hall, Lantzville .........................................................4 

Amalgam-Eighters ....... West Coast/SSD, 7:00-9:30 PM, Costin Hall, Lantzville ...............................................18 

 

SATURDAY 

Ocean Waves ............... Mainstream (with Rounds), 7:00-9:00 PM, 

 Filberg Centre – Rotary Hall, Courtenay ....................................................................5, 19 

Ripple Rockets ............. Mainstream (with Rounds), 7:00-9:00 PM, Campbell River United Church Hall ....12, 26 

 

 

SPECIAL DANCES 

Amalgam-Eighters ....... 50s Dance, 7:00-9:30 PM, Costin Hall, Lantzville .................................................... Fri. 4 

Ocean Waves ............... Salty Dog Dance, 7:00-9:00 PM, Filberg Centre – Rotary Hall, Courtenay ............. Sat. 5  

Ocean Waves ............... All Singing Calls, 7:00-9:00 PM, Filberg Centre – Rotary Hall, Courtenay .......... Sat. 19  

UVICTA ...................... Freshman Frolic, 1:00-3:00 PM, Nanoose Place .................................................... Sun. 13 

 (See poster page 34) 

Please Note – Dance dates information is compiled from a number of sources and is believed to be accurate, 

however these details are subject to change depending on hall availability, Public Health Orders, and/or other 

factors. If in doubt please confirm particulars including dates, times, and locations with the event organizers. As-

sociation and club contact information appears on the Contacts and Directory pages in this issue. The Cross 

Trail News cannot be held responsible for any errors. 
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DANCE DATES - UPPER VANCOUVER ISLAND 

MAY 2025 
 
THURSDAY 
Island Gems ...............Rounds Phase 3 & 4, 7:00-9:00 PM, Wellington Hall, Nanaimo ....................................1, 8 
Star Dusters ................West Coast, 7:00-9:00 PM, Star Dusters Dance Hall, Powell River ...............................1, 8 
 
 
FRIDAY 
Amalgam-Eighters .....West Coast/SSD, 7:00-9:30 PM, Costin Hall, Lantzville ....................................................2 
 
 
SATURDAY 
Ocean Waves .............Mainstream (with Rounds), 7:00-9:00 PM, 
 Filberg Centre – Rotary Hall, Courtenay .............................................................................3 
Ripple Rockets ...........Mainstream (with Rounds), 7:00-9:00 PM, Campbell River United Church Hall ............10 
 
 
 
 
SPECIAL DANCES 
Amalgam-Eighters .....Dogwood Dance, Potluck, 6:00 PM, West Coast/SSD, 7:00-9:30 PM, 
 Costin Hall, Lantzville .................................................................................................. Fri. 2 
Ocean Waves .............Wind-Up Dance, 7:00-9:00 PM, Filberg Centre – Rotary Hall, Courtenay ................ Sat. 3 
Ripple Rockets ...........Blast Off 2025, Quinsam Hall, Campbell River ........................................... Sat. 17-Sun. 18 
 (See posters pages 40 & 41) 
 

[Return to CONTENTS page.] 

VISIT YOUR REGION’S WEBSITE 

Lower Vancouver Island – Region 1 

region1.squaredance.bc.ca 

Upper Vancouver Island – Region 8 

region8.squaredance.bc.ca 

https://region1.squaredance.bc.ca
https://region8.squaredance.bc.ca
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This information is compiled from a number of sources and is believed to be accurate, however event details 

are subject to change. We recommend that you confirm all particulars including dates, times, and locations 

with event organizers prior to registering and/or booking transportation and accommodation. 

2025  

April 13 UVICTA – Freshman Frolic – Nanoose Place, Nanoose Bay, BC  (see poster page 34) 

April 14-16 50th CALLERLAB Convention – Greenville, South Carolina  – www.callerlab.org 

May 4 
VDCTA & LVIWSRDA – Spring Round-Up – Colwood Community Hall, Colwood, BC 
(see poster page 38) 

May 17-18 
Ripple Rockets – Blast Off 2025 – Quinsam Hall, Campbell River –  
ripplerockets.wixsite.com/campbellriver  (see posters pages 40-41) 

May 25 
Fraser Valley Square & Round Dance Association and The Valley Circle – 65th Anniver-
sary Dance – Kennedy Hall, Surrey, BC (see poster page 42) 

May 28 
VDCTA – Colwood Hall Benefit Dance – Colwood Community Hall, Colwood, BC 
(see Summer Mainstream Dances poster in next issue) 

June 1 
UVISDA – Joint UVISDA-LVIWSRDA Dance – Nanoose Place, Nanoose Bay, BC 
(see poster page 43) 

June 6-7 
Mainstream Dancing Getaway with Brent Mawdsley & Gary Winter – Invermere, BC – 
twinter702@gmail.com – Online Registration Link (see poster page 44) 

June 13-15 
Thompson-Shuswap Square & Round Dance Association – Chase the Fun 2025 – Chase 
Community Hall, Chase, BC – www.chasethefun.ca (see poster page 45) 

June 21-25 49th Annual ROUNDALAB Convention – Little Rock, Arkansas – www.roundalab.org 

June 22 UVICTA – June Special Dance – Nanoose Place, Nanoose Bay, BC (see poster page 47) 

June 25-28 74th US National Square Dance Convention – Shreveport, Louisiana – 74thnsdc.com 

July 18-19 Ocean Waves – Catch the Wave – Fanny Bay & Courtenay, BC (see poster page 48) 

July 30 & 31, 
Aug. 1 & 2 

BC Square & Round Dance Federation – BCFestival2025 & Trail-In Dance – 
Langley, BC – squaredance.bc.ca/bcfestival2025/ (see poster page 49) 

Aug. 14-16 Star Dusters – Across the Pond Weekend – Powell River, BC (see poster page 50) 

Aug. 29-Sept. 1 
Alberta Square & Round Dance Federation – 55th Annual Convention 2025 –  
Lacombe, AB – www.communitydance.net 

2026  

Mar. 29-Apr. 1 51st CALLERLAB Convention – Reno, Nevada – www.callerlab.org 

June 21-24 50th Annual ROUNDALAB Convention – Waco, Texas – www.roundalab.org 

June 24-27 75th US National Square Dance Convention – Waco, Texas – 75nsdctx.com 

July 15-18 
24th Canadian National Square, Round & Clog Dance Festival – Penticton, BC – 
squaredance.bc.ca/festival2026/ (see poster page 51) 

CONVENTIONS, FESTIVALS, 

DANCE WEEKENDS, & SPECIAL EVENTS 

[Return to CONTENTS page.] 

https://www.callerlab.org
https://ripplerockets.wixsite.com/campbellriver
mailto:twinter702@gmail.com?subject=Mainstream%20Dancing%20Getaway
https://forms.gle/mi754A2o6HcZrJk68
https://www.chasethefun.ca
https://www.roundalab.org
https://74thnsdc.com
https://squaredance.bc.ca/bcfestival2025/
https://www.communitydance.net
https://www.callerlab.org
https://www.roundalab.org
https://75nsdctx.com
https://squaredance.bc.ca/festival2026/
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BCSRDF NEWS - BC FESTIVAL 2025 
This Festival 2025 update was received by the Cross 

Trail News on January 29, 2025. 

 

Hello to you, our square and round dance neighbors. 

It is a New Year, with new opportunities for fun, 

friendship, and festivity. 

Our area, including Vancouver, British Columbia, 

Canada, and Langley, is gearing up for the dance par-

ty that will keep your feet hopping and happy, so get 

involved. It’s the BC Square & Round Dance Festival 

2025. 

Wouldn’t it be great to join a fun-filled dance vaca-

tion from July 31 to August 2, 2025? It will be one 

week after the USA West Convention in Spokane, 

Washington. Langley is just 120 miles north of Seat-

tle, an even shorter distance from Spokane, and with-

in an hour’s drive of the Vancouver International Air-

port. 

Fun themes like a Sock Hop, Under The Sea, and hel-

icopter dance are planned and a cruise after the Festi-

val to enjoy our west coast even more. What a won-

derful way to keep our dance tradition alive, and 

showcase it to our friends, wouldn’t you agree? 

Come see how many new friends you can meet, and 

try out the local restaurants. 

Please invest some time in reading the attached invi-

tation, check our poster, and register easily at BCFes-

tival2025reg@gmail.com, and please share them with 

those you feel it would interest. We plan a feast to 

satisfy your dancing appetites, so be prepared! 

Please note that an increase for registration is loom-

ing, so don’t miss out. For more information, check 

out our website at squaredance.bc.ca. Thank you for 

your time and consideration. 

Jean Galbraith, Advertising, 

BC Square & Round Dance Festival 2025 

 

 

 

 

Langley Area Things To See And Do 

Festivals, especially square dance festivals, focus on 

meeting and making friends from regions other than 

your own, don’t they? Remember the fun you had on 

your last square dance vacation, and the memories of 

the host dancers and their town. Wouldn’t it be great 

to duplicate and maybe surpass those memories in 

Langley, BC, Canada? 

The Langley area of the Fraser Valley has a number 

of interesting sights to take in while you enjoy the BC 

Festival 2025. The Fraser River, the longest river in 

British Columbia, starts in the Rocky Mountains and 

flows through Langley on its way to the Pacific 

Ocean. On its banks are many trails for sightseeing, 

the major one being the Riverside Tour of bird life in 

the area and this trail extends from Langley to Harri-

son Hot Springs. In August, expect to see such spe-

cies of birds as the Bald Eagle, Rufous and Anna 

Hummingbirds, Black Headed Grosbeak, Barn Owl, 

Violet-Green Swallow, and Belted Kingfisher. Best 

time for you photography buffs is early morning or 

late evening. 

Self-guided tours of the Langley Circle Farm Tour 

are always fun. The farms and markets provide sam-

ples of award-winning fruit wines, and grape or-

chards, fresh pies, berries, local cheese, specialty tur-

key meat, bee hive demonstrations, an alpaca farm, 

and various equestrian events. Plan to take in these 

sights and sounds while you are visiting here, and 

help our Festival organize a few special tours and 

events for us all to share. 

And how about following the Gold Rush Trail to Fort 

Langley Historic Site. In 1827 the Hudson’s Bay 

Company founded a fur trading post on this site, 

where British Columbia was proclaimed. 1858 saw 

its rural life style changed from trade of beaver pelts 

and salmon to where 30,000 gold prospectors came 

searching for the mother lode. Located in Fort Lang-

ley, beside Langley Township, it is worth some time 

to explore. 

And there are many other activities and events. The 

Langley Museum of Flight is an experience you 

won’t want to miss. The BC Buzz Honey farm is al-

ways fun to learn about these marvelous creatures.  

Over a few dozen restaurants feature the fresh pro-

duce that comes from the region, and the gift shop-

ping for artful souvenirs is always a treat. Find the 

perfect souvenir to take home as a great memory of 

your square dance vacation in Langley. For more in-

fo, contact Tourism Langley, and enjoy your Festival 

experience that much more. 

[Return to CONTENTS page.]     
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AMALGAM-EIGHTERS, Nanaimo  

 By Margie Cooper 

The Amalgam-Eighters have enjoyed a lively winter 
dance season. The first little boost came in January, 
with the commitment of ten new dancers who signed 
up for Wendie’s beginner classes. From the sounds of 
voices and laughter on lesson nights, they seem to be 
as happy to be there, as we are happy to see them. 

And what would January be without Haggis? So of 
course we celebrated Robbie Burns Day, complete 
with five squares dancing to Wendie’s Scottish reper-
toire, and a ceremonial interlude during which we 
danced the “Gay Gordons” and marched in the Hag-
gis. Our very own George Pattern gave an impressive 
“Address to a Haggis”. He looked like Burns, and he 
sounded like Burns…though most days you’d think 
he was an Icelander from Winnipeg! 

Attendance at our Lunar New Year Dance required 
shovelled driveways and a suppressed fear of ice, so 
we were grateful to get three squares of diehards. The 
enthusiasm of the “Snakes” and Honorary Snakes 
was in no way diminished though. Their Dragon 
Dance through the hall surely drove away all evil 

spirits and showered us with good luck for another 
year. 

Bonnie and Matt Haapala have been chosen as our 
new “Sweetheart Couple of the Year”. These “real 
sweethearts” add greatly to the strength and spirit of 
our Club…and each is truly the beloved of the oth-
er…lovely to see! Our Sweetheart Dance was en-
joyed by five to six squares on the floor all night. Al-
so lovely to see!! We so appreciate the support of our 
Upper Island neighbour clubs. 

Our big hope is to have a full hall helping us to cele-
brate AMALGAM-EIGHTERS’ 60th ANNIVER-
SARY on Sunday MARCH 30th at Nanoose Place 
from 1:30-4:00 p.m. Deb and Ray Schmidt will be 
returning as guest callers/cuers, and every dancing 
friend who comes through that door will make it ex-
tra special! (See poster on page 41 in the February-
March 2025 issue of the Cross Trail News.) 

 

[More Amalgam-Eighters’ photos on next page.] 

 

 

(Continued on page 11) 

CLUB NEWS 

Amalgam-Eighters' tribute to Robbie Burns. Visible faces from left to right are Herb Harrington, Cheryl Waye, 

Ken McCallum, Terry Ohman, Marie McCallum, Rick Hoggarth, George Pattern (delivering the "Address to a 

Haggis" ), Mike Davies, Marlene Hedch, and Wendie Harrington. (Photos pages 10 and 11 by Margie Cooper.) 
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CLUB NEWS (continued) 

 

 

COUNTRY COUSINS, Victoria By Gary Weeks 

Winter is slipping by, and we have noticed the chill 
in the air! It is now time that we look for things to 
heat up. New dancer classes are starting to wind 
down and we are looking ahead to the time when the 
new dancers can be introduced to regular dance 
events. The past two months have been pretty darn 
good considering that we have negotiated the flu sea-
son and winter get aways. 

Attendance has been robust as we grooved to the hip-
pie movement, taken our sweethearts to the ball, and 
attended a turn of the century reflection soiree on 
January 11th. No Country Cousins’ dances have been 
cancelled due to weather! We were obviously groov-
in’ at the February 23rd Hippie Dance! 

So, plan ahead, and get ready. The Mardi Gras dance 
on March 8th will start the parade of the next 5 dances 
for this Spring. Look for some “Kilty” attire on the 
evening of March 22nd when we have a Plaid dance. I 
am not sure if Ferdinand will show up for the West-
ern Barn Dance on April 12th, with an AGM potluck 
being held at 5:30 pm on that date. We will require 
everyone’s input for elections and discussions of the 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 

The Year of the Snake, ushered in by 

the Amalgam-Eighters' Dragon Dance. 

Bonnie and Matt Haapala, Amalgam-Eighters' Sweet-

heart Couple for 2025. 
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CLUB NEWS (continued) 

future direction for the Country Cousins during the 
AGM. We also look forward to the Bunny Hop on 
April 26th before we can close out the year with a 69th 
Birthday Bash on May 10th. 

The Country Cousins Lifetime Membership Award 
was presented to Sandra & Gordon Rowan by special 
delivery in their home by Country Cousins President 
Wendy Weeks. We had a nice visit and reminisced 
about many fun times with our square dance commu-
nity. (Photo on right by Cathy Novak.) 

It is hard for all the Country Cousins to acknowledge 
the loss of Gary Mitchell. We will all lose a step, 
have an empty spot in our hearts, and have a warm 
memory of Gary’s smile and presence on the dance 
floor. I cannot sign off without thinking of Gary and 
remembering Lynne. 

 

 

(See next page for another Country Cousins photo.) 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 13) 

Dancers at the Country Cousins’ Flower Power (“Hippie”) Dance on February 23rd. (Photo by Gary Weeks.) 
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CLUB NEWS (continued) 

 

FRONTIER TWIRLERS, Victoria  

 By Darrell Roberts 

As always, the club meets at Colwood Hall on the 
first and third Saturday of the month, and we wel-
come one and all! 

We kicked off our 2025 theme dances with the 
Sweetheart Dance on February 15, filling the hall 
with love and laughter. A big thank you to everyone 
who attended and made it such a special evening! 

Looking ahead, March 15 marks a significant mile-
stone – the Frontier Twirlers’ 66th Birthday! Get 
ready to celebrate with streamers, party gear, and 
plenty of dancing. Sixty-six years is no small feat, 
and we invite everyone to come out and help us mark 
the occasion. After the dance, enjoy some delightful 
refreshments as we toast to the club’s legacy. 

This dance will also be a bittersweet one, as we bid 
farewell to a very special member of our club – Fer-
dinand the Bull. Ferdinand has been part of many of 
our dances over the years, with his offspring traveling 
the world and sending back pictures of their adven-
tures. Though we will miss our beloved mascot, his 
time has come to rest. 

On April 5, we invite all Señors and Señoritas to join 
us for a Mexican “Fiesta” Dance! Come dressed in 
your finest Mexican attire and enjoy a night of “fun 
in the sun” with festive music and lively dancing. 
¡Todos son bienvenidos! 

Finally, our 2025 dance season will conclude with 
our Windup Dance on May 3. Stay tuned for details 
on the theme and poster – we’ll be sure to make it a 
memorable wrap-up to another fantastic season. 

See you on the dance floor! 

 

 

ISLAND GEMS, Nanaimo By Wendie Harrington 

Our little club has been dancing up a storm since the 
start of the year. Despite missing one night due to the 
snow we have made very good progress with the Bo-
lero and are enjoying new dances in this rhythm. As 
well as our old favourites we have learned new danc-
es in other rhythms – waltz, foxtrot, jive, slow two 
step, rumba, cha cha, two step, and quickstep.  

Our afternoon waltz class is doing extremely well. 
We are so pleased with how quickly they are learning 
this rhythm. The waltz class will continue through to 
May. Kudos to Mireille for driving all the way from 
Campbell River to dance with us. 

Our second afternoon group has now started to learn 
the tango. This is a very small group so is a good 
place to get individual instruction. Our next intro 
class will be Bolero starting on April 10. New stu-
dents are welcome to join that group.  

With the days stretching, evening travel should be a 
bit easier so it is a good time to invite other phase III 

(Continued from page 12) 

(Continued on page 14) 

Country Cousins’ members Jack Braniff and Cathy 
Novak in costumes for the Flower Power Dance. 
(Photo by Gary Weeks.) 
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CLUB NEWS (continued) 

and IV dancer to join us on Thursday evenings from 
7 to 9 at Wellington hall. 

Check out our website to learn more and to see links 
to some of our favourite dances. 

 

 

MAVERICKS, Victoria By Chrissy Torontow 

We had a great start to the winter with our At The 
Hop dance. Fun calls, marvellous decorations, lots of 
poodle skirts and tons to eat. A wonderful evening! 

Even with all the snow and ice, four brave squares of 
dancers came out to our February 7 dance. Our Feb-
ruary 21 dance was also well attended. We are thank-
ful to have such dedicated and marvellous callers: 
Lorne and Marilynne! 

Our next theme dance, The Roaring 20s, is changed 
to March 21 to accommodate another event’s sched-
ule change. The new dancers in the Saanich Squares 
class are invited to this dance and they are excited 
about coming. 

April 7 will be our regular dance night with Mari-
lynne and Lorne calling and cueing. Note: there is no 
Mavericks dance on Friday, April 18 (Good Friday). 

Our seasonal wrap-up Friday evening theme dance 
will be on May 2 and is our Black and White 73rd 
Birthday Dance. See you on the dance floor! 

 

 

OCEAN WAVES, Courtenay By Karin Sorger 

Winter weeks are flying by and now it feels like 
spring. So nice with warmer weather, but really we 
have had no snow and not many days of cold temper-
atures.  It has been nice driving so that is maybe why 
our attendance is up. 

Our first dance in the New Year we had five squares 
which makes for an exciting dance.  Our class came 
out and then visitors from neighbouring clubs. It 
makes a big difference when class members join us; 
they pick up the steps and moves with some persua-
sion and guidance. There is always laughter – what a 
good pastime to lift the spirits! And our caller and 
guest cuers always give us their best! 

Last night [March 1] we celebrated Talent Night – 
what a lot of fun! We had two club members who 

(Continued from page 13) 

(Continued on page 15) 

Caller Lorne Clayton setting up for the At the Hop 
Dance on January 17. (Photo by Darrell Roberts.) 

Darrell Roberts & Janice Brennand in the diner at the “At the 

Hop” dance. (Photo courtesy Darrell Roberts.) 
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CLUB NEWS (continued) 

recited poems, some club members who played gui-
tar, sang and put some square dance moves in. Denise 
is keen on calling so we appreciated her – she has her 
Mom and Dad’s easy-going, friendly disposition. It 
was an intense evening to fit everything in, and keep 
us all happy. Everyone loved the evening. Even Mar-
lene from Amalgam-Eighters practised her calling so 
she will be prepared for Goofers’ Night at their club 
on Friday. 

We welcome dancers to join us – we are always 
pleased to see our friends from neighbouring clubs 
and our class Ocean Ripples! 

 

 

RAINBOW ROUNDERS, Victoria  

 By Van Williams 

The Rainbow Rounders feature easy phase II dances 
on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Tuesdays of the month, and ad-
vanced phase III and IV dances on the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesdays from 7:30 to 9:30 PM at the Colwood 
Community Hall. The phase III and IV dances in-
clude two-step, waltz, rhumba, cha-cha, foxtrot, jive, 
tango, slow two-step, and bolero. 

We enjoyed the Rainbow Rounders’ 33rd Birthday 
dance and cake on January 21st, and we are looking 
forward to the St. Patrick’s/Irish dance on March 18th.  

Ten Rainbow Rounders participated in the UVICTA 
Round-a-Rama at the Nanoose Hall on February 16th, 
and we are eagerly anticipating non-stop dancing at 
the VDCTA Round Dance Party on Sunday, March 
23rd from 1:30–3:30 PM at the Colwood Community 
Hall. 

Beginner two-step classes have finished, and numer-
ous new two-step dancers successfully enjoyed the 
New Dancer Hoedown on February 16th. Waltz les-
sons started in January with 12 couples initially en-
rolled. Kirk and Darrell are the beginners' dance in-
structors. 

Connie workshops and teaches phase III and IV danc-
es on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. The 
7:00–8:00 PM bolero classes are well attended, and 
we are all excited about adding bolero to our reper-
toire. The 2:00–3:30 PM workshops are less well at-
tended because many of our advanced dancers are 
working. We welcome retired, advanced dancers who 
wish to workshop their skills, in the hope we can fos-
ter higher levels of round dancing in Victoria. 

For detailed dates and times, visit https://
region1.squaredance.bc.ca/calendar/. 

 

 

RING’S SQUARES & ROUNDS, Courtenay 

 By Diana Ring 

The round dance class finishes on March 19th. The 
dancers are starting to feel fairly confident now, and 
just need more floor time, as with new classes of 
square dancers. 

On March 26th we will be starting a workshop group 
for five weeks for both graduate square and round 
dancers, just to give them the extra little boost that 
everyone needs after graduating. 

We will be at the St. John Divine Church (in Courte-
nay) every Wednesday afternoon for five weeks from 
1:00–3:00 pm. We have at this time three squares 
signed up. The cost will be $25.00/person for the five 

(Continued from page 14) 

(Continued on page 16) 

Club cuers Kirk Rockerbie (left), Connie Ritchie, and 
Darrell Roberts at the Rainbow Rounders’ 33rd birth-
day dance. (Photo © Anne McCarthy.) 
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weeks, or a drop in basis of $7.50 per session per per-
son. 

 

 

RIPPLE ROCKETS, Campbell River 

 By Mireille Earle 

It is with heartfelt gratitude that we would like to 
acknowledge all the callers and cuers that have done 
our dances from October 2024 through February 
2025: Deb and Ray Schmidt, Bob and Dorothy Simp-
son, Darby Love, Gord Ruedig, Wendie Harrington, 
and Fran Archambault. 

We would like to welcome Elizabeth Hohner, who 
has graciously accepted our invitation to become our 
club caller. She will be starting on the 8th of March. 

We are busy planning the program for our Blast Off 
dance for the long weekend in May. Everyone wel-
come. See the posters on pages 40 and 41 in this is-
sue. We are happy to announce that the parking for 
RVs will be free again this year, available starting 
after 4:00 p.m. on Friday, May 16th. 

Hope to see you all on the dance floor! Happy Spring 
to all! 

 

 

STAR DUSTERS, Powell River By Gord Ruedig 

Greetings to all from across the pond! The Star Dust-
ers have been busy with square and round dance clas-
ses as this year begins. We’ve begun teaching our 
second intake of new square dancers since sessions 
began in the fall and we’ve also just wound up our 
intro to waltz sessions. Stacey Ruegg has proven to 
be a natural cuer. We now have a few more dedicated 
souls looking forward to applying their new skills at 
our dances. 

I’ve had two sessions with between twenty and thirty 
school kids as well, some of whom are quite excited 
about dancing, others not so much! The club helped 
out with the second session which took place at our 
hall, and we had a dozen folks come to help out with 
a third which was unfortunately cancelled at the last 
minute due to a sudden bussing issue. We’re optimis-
tic that this glitch will be ironed out for the next ses-
sion, planned for March 4th. 

Three of our members have shown an interest in call-
ing so getting each of them some instruction and mic 
time has also been on the agenda this spring.  

The jury’s still out on our special once monthly Sat-
urday dinner dances. Many folks were unable to at-
tend our most recent one for one reason or another. 
The hope is that once cold and flu season abates, the 
turnout will increase. 

A reminder to all that our summer dance will be held 
August 14, 15, and 16 this year so save the dates! 
Registration this year will be at the door. See the ad-
vertisement on page 50 in this issue. 

Have a great season! 

 

 

STAR TWIRLERS, Victoria By Garry Dodds 

Star Twirlers are progressing quite well so far this 
dance season. By the time you read this, our new crop 
of Plus students will have completed the full Plus 
program. We have been alternating class and full Plus 
tips which seems to have worked out well. 

The regulars have seen some of the moves from dif-
ferent arrangements and set-ups. Our new Plus mem-
bers will be gaining experience with the standard ap-
plication of the moves, and over the next little while, 
we will start expanding their experiences to include 
some of the extended applications. 

Likewise, our Advanced workshop group has now 
completed learning the full Advanced 1 list of moves. 
We will now continue the rest of the season with get-
ting more comfortable with these moves and adding 
some different arrangements. I will probably add a 
few of the Advanced 2 moves to their repertoire. 

Spring is almost here so I hope everyone is enjoying 
the warmer weather and longer sunny days. 

See you on the dance floor. 

 

 

TRAILBLAZERS, Victoria By Dwight Fry 

The Trailblazers dance on the second, fourth, and 
fifth Fridays of the month. Callers/cuers Darrell Rob-
erts and Dwight Fry tailor the dances for the success 
of the dancers. Change ups to the standard program 
often include the introduction of "Rip and Snort" 
from the land of the Kiwi, and the South Island gem 
"Teacup Stroll". 

(Continued from page 15) 
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NEWS FROM HERE & THERE 

UVICTA’s annual Round-a-Rama was held on Sun-
day, February 16 at Nanoose Place. The weather was 
drizzly but the atmosphere in the hall was warm and 
welcoming. 

There were dancers from ten different square and 
round dance clubs in attendance. They travelled from 
up island, Powell River and as far away as Victoria to 
attend. We were especially thrilled to welcome the 
large contingent who travelled from Victoria. 

The afternoon program was arranged to provide lots 
of dancing to those who are most familiar with the 
waltz and two step. They were able to enjoy their 
short breaks watching a variety of other rhythms in-
cluding Foxtrot, Jive, Rumba, Cha Cha, Slow Two 
Step, and Bolero. The MC for the afternoon was Con-

nie Ritchie. She was joined on the program by cuers 
Diana Ring, Lynette McLeod, Gord Ruedig, and 
Wendie Harrington. 

Kudos go to Gord Ruedig who made sure all our 
wires were connected correctly. Five cuers means a 
lot of computers and wires to connect! We also ap-
preciate Ernie Kaesmodels’s help in setting up and 
then cleaning up after the dance was finished. Thanks 
to Diana and Jake Ring for handling the door and to 
Lynette McLeod and Ron Ervin for looking after the 
refreshments. 

 

(Photos by Wendie Harrington.) 

UVICTA ROUND-A-RAMA 2025 By Wendie Harrington 

Cuer Gord Ruedig on stage with the equipment tables 

and a myriad of cables on the floor below. 

Round-a-Rama dancers with Ernie Kaesmodel and 

Carol Young in the foreground. 

[Return to CONTENTS page.] 
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SYMPATHY & CONDOLENCES 

The rose still blooms more fair beyond the garden wall. 

Our condolences to the families of: 

Hazel Judge, of Sidney and a former member of the 

Frontier Twirlers, who passed away on January 8, 

2025 at the age of 97. Hazel is survived by her hus-

band, Bill, and by five children and their families. 

Gary Mitchell, a member of the Country Cousins 

and the Star Twirlers, who passed away in Victoria 

on February 22, 2025 at the age of 84. Gary was pre-

deceased by his wife, Lynne, in 2019, and is sur-

vived by two children and their families. 

Mary Morris, a former member of the Promenaders 

and the Star Twirlers, who passed away in Victoria 

on January 23, 2025 at the age of 97. Mary was pre-

deceased by her husband, Bill, in 2016, and is sur-

vived by three children and their families. 

 

[Return to CONTENTS page.] 

NEWS FROM HERE & THERE 

VDCTA New Dancer Hoedown – February 23, 2025 By Kirk Rockerbie 

The New Dancer Hoedown at Colwood Community 
Hall was a great success with seven squares in attend-
ance! 

What a great way to spend a Sunday afternoon with 
friends and non-stop dancing. The enthusiasm and 
laughter from all the dancers was really good to see 
and experience. 

The new dancers, both square and round, were shown 
how much fun we have in a community event – and 

from what I heard from a few of them they were so 
happy they attended and felt the energy in the hall. 

Many thanks to Garry Dodds, Pat Zeeman, Stu Hem-
mings, Lorne Clayton, Darrell Roberts, and Kirk 
Rockerbie. Also, many thanks to the callers and cuers 
who are providing class instruction this year, and the 
angels who give their time. 
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VDCTA ROUND OF THE MONTH FOR 

MARCH 2025 (page 1 of 2)  
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VDCTA ROUND OF THE MONTH FOR 

MARCH 2025 (page 2 of 2)  

 



 

 Cross Trail News – April-May 2025 Page 21 

UVICTA ROUND OF THE MONTH FOR 

MARCH 2025 (page 1 of 1)  
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CLUB DIRECTORY - LOWER VANCOUVER ISLAND 

Country Cousins – Victoria 
Club Email ............................................................................ president@ccsdc.ca 
Club Website........................................................................................... ccsdc.ca 

Mainstream with Rounds – 7:30-9:30 PM 
2nd & 4th Saturdays – Sep. 14 to Dec. 14, 2024; Jan. 11 to May 10, 2025 
Cordova Bay United Church Hall – 813 Claremont Ave., Victoria, BC 

Caller/Cuer ................. Kirk Rockerbie 
President..................... Wendy Weeks 
Secretary .................... Cathy Novak 
Treasurer .................... Vanda Stocks 

Frontier Twirlers – Victoria 
Club Email .......................................... FrontierTwirlersVictoriaBC@gmail.com 
Club Facebook Page ................www.facebook.com/groups/1165329974731199 
Club Website............................................................ frontiertwirlers.weebly.com 

Plus – 7:30 PM, Mainstream with Rounds – 8:00-10:00 PM 
1st & 3rd Saturdays – Sep. 21 to Dec. 21, 2024; Jan. 4 to May 3, 2025 
Colwood Community Hall – 2219 Sooke Rd., Victoria, BC 

Caller & Cuer ............. Garry Dodds & Pat Zeeman 
President..................... Darrell Roberts 
Secretary .................... Carolyn Johnson 
Treasurer .................... Linda Ross 

Mavericks – Victoria 
Club Email .............................................................................. marcric@telus.net 
Club Website............................................................................. themavericks.org 

Mainstream with Rounds – 7:30-9:30 PM 
1st & 3rd Fridays – Sep. 20 to Dec. 20, 2024; Jan. 17 to May 2, 2025 
(No dance: Apr. 18) 
Cordova Bay United Church Hall – 813 Claremont Ave., Victoria, BC 

Callers/Cuers .............. Marilynne Cunningham; Lorne Clayton 
President..................... Marc Dumonceaux 
Secretary .................... Gillian Bloom 
Treasurer .................... Anne Dumonceaux 

Rainbow Rounders (Rounds) – Victoria 
Club Email ............................................................................. con_al_r@telus.net 
Club Website.........................................................................................................  

Rounds Phase II – 7:30-9:30 PM 
1st, 3rd, & 5th Tuesdays – Sep. 17 to Dec. 17, 2024; Jan. 7 to Apr. 29, 2025 
Rounds Phase III-IV – 7:30-9:30 PM 
2nd & 4th Tuesdays – Sep. 10 to Dec. 10, 2024; Jan. 14 to Apr. 22, 2025 
Colwood Community Hall – 2219 Sooke Rd., Victoria, BC 

Cuers .......................... Connie Ritchie; Kirk Rockerbie; Darrell Roberts 
President..................... Connie Ritchie 
Secretary/Treasurer .... Connie Ritchie 

 

mailto:president@ccsdc.ca?subject=Inquiry%20from%20CTN%20Club%20Directory%20Listing
https://ccsdc.ca
mailto:FrontierTwirlersVictoriaBC@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1165329974731199
https://frontiertwirlers.weebly.com
mailto:marcric@telus.net?subject=Inquiry%20from%20CTN%20Club%20Directory%20Listing
https://TheMavericks.org
mailto:con_al_r@telus.net?subject=Inquiry%20from%20CTN%20Club%20Directory%20Listing
mailto:con_al_r@telus.net?subject=Inquiry%20from%20the%20Online%20Cross%20Trail%20News
mailto:con_al_r@telus.net?subject=Inquiry%20from%20CTN%20Club%20Directory%20Listing
mailto:con_al_r@telus.net?subject=Inquiry%20from%20the%20Online%20Cross%20Trail%20News
mailto:con_al_r@telus.net?subject=Inquiry%20from%20CTN%20Club%20Directory%20Listing
mailto:con_al_r@telus.net?subject=Inquiry%20from%20the%20Online%20Cross%20Trail%20News
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CLUB DIRECTORY - LOWER VANCOUVER ISLAND 

Saanich Squares – Victoria 
Club Email .....  ......................................................................................................  
Club Website........................................................... saanichsquares.weebly.com/ 

Basic-Mainstream  Teach – 7:00-9:00 PM  
Sundays – Sep. 8 to Dec. 15, 2024; Jan. 5 to Apr. 6, 2025  (except holidays) 
Cordova Bay United Church Hall – 813 Claremont Ave., Victoria, BC 

Caller .......................... Lorne Clayton 
President..................... Lorne Clayton 
Secretary .................... Barbara Clayton 
Treasurer .................... Lorne Clayton 

Star Twirlers (Plus & Advanced) – Victoria 
Club Email .................................................................... garryd@dz-dancing.com 
Club Website......................................................... startwirlers.squaredance.bc.ca 

Plus Teach – ~8:00-9:00 PM; Plus Dance – ~9:00-10:00 PM 
Mondays – Sep. 30 to Dec. 16, 2024; Jan. 13 to May 12, 2025 
(No dance: Apr. 21) 
Colwood Community Hall – 2219 Sooke Rd., Victoria, BC 

Advanced Review/Teach/Dance – ~8:00-10:00 PM 
Thursdays – Oct. 3 to Dec. 19, 2024; Jan. 16 to May 8, 2025 
Colwood Community Hall – 2219 Sooke Rd., Victoria, BC 

Caller .......................... Garry Dodds 
President..................... Garry Dodds 
Secretary/Treasurer .... Garry Dodds 

[Return to CONTENTS page.] 

Salty Wheels – Salt Spring Island – INACTIVE 
Club Email ............................................................................ almarcun@telus.net 
Club Website.........................................................................................................  

Mainstream – 7:30-9:30 PM  
Thursdays – (To be determined – club currently inactive.) 
Cunningham Residence  – 734 Upper Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, BC 

Caller/Cuer ................. Marilynne Cunningham 
President..................... Alan Cunningham 
Secretary/Treasurer .... Angela Thomas 

Trailblazers – Victoria 
Club Email .....  .......................................................................... dmfry2@shaw.ca 
Club Facebook Page ..................www.facebook.com/groups/530156041076802 
Club Website.........................................................................................................  

Basic/Mainstream with Phase II & III Rounds – 7:30-9:30 PM  
2nd, 4th & 5th Fridays – Jan. 5 to May 30, 2025 (Doors: 6:30 PM) 
Victoria Scout House – 505 Marigold Rd., Victoria, BC 

Caller/Cuer ................. Darrell Roberts 
Caller/Cuer .................... Dwight Fry 
President..................... Dwight Fry 
Secretary/Treasurer .... Dwight Fry 

https://saanichsquares.weebly.com/
mailto:garryd@dz-dancing.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20CTN%20Club%20Directory%20Listing
https://startwirlers.squaredance.bc.ca
mailto:almarcun@telus.net?subject=Inquiry%20from%20CTN%20Club%20Directory%20Listing
mailto:dmfry2@shaw.ca?subject=Club%20Inquiry%20from%20Region%201%20Website
https://www.facebook.com/groups/530156041076802
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CLUB DIRECTORY - UPPER VANCOUVER ISLAND 

Amalgam-Eighters – Nanaimo 
Club Email .....  ........................................ amalgam-eighters@squaredance.bc.ca 
Club Website..  ........................................... amalgam-eighters.squaredance.bc.ca 

Mainstream (with Rounds) – 7:00-9:30 PM (Social 9:30-10:00) 
1st & 3rd Fridays – Sep. 20 to Dec. 20, 2024; Jan. 17 to May 2, 2025 
Lantzville Community (Costin) Hall – 7232 Lantzville Rd., Lantzville, BC 

Caller/Cuer ................. Wendie Harrington 
President .................... Bonnie Haapala 
Secretary: ................... Margie Cooper 
Treasurer .................... May Wagner 

Ocean Waves – Courtenay / Comox Valley 
Club Email .................................................. oceanwavesquaredance@gmail.com 
Club Website................................................... www.comoxvalleyoceanwaves.ca 

Mainstream with Rounds – 7:00-9:00 PM 
1st & 3rd Saturdays – Sep. 7 to Dec. 21, 2024; Jan. 4 to May 3, 2025 
Filberg Centre – Rotary Hall – 411 Anderton Ave., Courtenay, BC 
(Also at Native Sons Hall, 360 Cliffe Ave. – check on Dance Dates pages.) 

Caller & Cuer ............. Fran Archambault & Guest Cuers 
President..................... Ron Diederichs 
Secretary .................... Christine Kent 
Treasurer .................... Rick Granberg 

Island Gems (Rounds) – Nanaimo 
Club Email .............................................................................. wendieh@shaw.ca 
Club Website......................................................... islandgems.squaredance.bc.ca 

Rounds – Phase 3+ – 7:00-9:00 PM 
Thursdays – Sep. 12 to Dec. 12, 2024; Jan. 9 to May 8, 2025 
Wellington Hall – 3922 Corunna Ave. (off Norwell Dr., off Island Hwy.), 
Nanaimo, BC 

Cuers .......................... Wendie Harrington & Connie Ritchie 
President..................... Wendie Harrington 
Treasurer .................... Connie Ritchie 

Rings Squares & Rounds – Campbell River/Courtenay 
Club Email ................................................................ jakediana.ring@gmail.com 
Club Website.........................................................................................................  

Mainstream Workshops & Phase II+ Rounds – 1:00-3:00 PM 
Wednesdays – Oct. 9 to Dec. 18, 2024; Jan. 8 to Mar. 19, 2025; Mar. 26 to Apr. 23, 2025 

St. John the Divine Anglican Church Hall – 579 5th St., Courtenay, BC 

Caller & Cuer ............. Jake Ring & Diana Ring 
President..................... Jake Ring 
Secretary .................... Diana Ring 

mailto:amalgam-eighters@squaredance.bc.ca?subject=Inquiry%20from%20CTN%20Club%20Directory%20Listing
https://amalgam-eighters.squaredance.bc.ca
mailto:oceanwavesquaredance@gmail.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20CTN%20Club%20Directory%20Listing
https://www.comoxvalleyoceanwaves.ca
mailto:wendieh@shaw.ca?subject=Inquiry%20from%20CTN%20Club%20Directory%20Listing
mailto:wendieh@shaw.ca?subject=Inquiry%20from%20CTN%20Club%20Directory%20Listing
mailto:wendieh@shaw.ca?subject=Inquiry%20from%20CTN%20Club%20Directory%20Listing
https://islandgems.squaredance.bc.ca/
mailto:jakediana.ring@gmail.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20CTN%20Club%20Directory%20Listing
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Ripple Rockets – Campbell River 
Club Email ............................................ campbellriverripplerockets@gmail.com 
Club Website........................................ ripplerockets.wixsite.com/campbellriver 

Mainstream with Phase II Rounds – 7:00-9:00 PM 
2nd & 4th Saturdays – Sep. 14 to Dec. 14, 2024; Jan. 11 to May 10, 2025 
United Church Hall – 415 Pinecrest Rd. (at Birch St.), Campbell River, BC 

Caller/Cuer ................. Elizabeth Hohner 
President..................... Linda Grunewald 
Secretary .................... Doug Phyall 
Treasurer .................... Genevieve Hambalek 

Star Dusters – Powell River 
Club Email ............................................................................. dolezsar@telus.net 
Club Website.............................................................. westcoastsquaredance.com 

West Coast with Rounds – 7:00-9:00 PM 
Thursdays – Sep. 12 to Dec. 19, 2024; Jan. 9 to May 8, 2025 
Star Dusters Dance Hall – 5399 Timberlane Ave., Powell River, BC 

Callers/Cuers .............. Gordon Ruedig & Stacey Ruegg 
President..................... Pat Bennett 
Secretary .................... Sandy Graham 
Treasurer .................... Tricia Andrews 

CLUB DIRECTORY NOTES FOR BOTH LOWER ISLAND AND UPPER ISLAND 

 

The Sooke Squares of Sooke and the Wheel Arounds Square Dance Club of Nanaimo are not member clubs 

of the Cross Trail News and do not appear in the club directory, dance dates pages, club news, and other 

listings. 

 

Dance dates information is compiled from a number of sources and is believed to be accurate, however these de-

tails are subject to change depending on hall availability, Public Health Orders, and/or other factors. If in doubt 

please confirm particulars including dates, times, and locations with the event organizers. The Cross Trail News 

cannot be held responsible for any errors. 

 

Club badge photos (except Saanich Squares and Trailblazers) © Michael Torontow. 

[Return to CONTENTS page.] 

CLUB DIRECTORY - UPPER VANCOUVER ISLAND 
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DANCER & CALLER TEACHER ASSOCIATIONS 

LOWER VANCOUVER ISLAND WESTERN 
SQUARE & ROUND DANCE ASSOCIATION 
(LVIWSRDA) 
President..................... Carol Young 
Vice President ............ Gary Weeks 
Secretary .................... Gillian Bloom 
Treasurer .................... Alex Wotherspoon 
Past President ............. (vacant) 
 
LVIWSRDA e-mail ... lviwsrda@gmail.com 
 
 
VICTORIA & DISTRICT CALLER 
TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
(VDCTA) 
President..................... Kirk Rockerbie 
Vice President ............ Garry Dodds 
Secretary .................... Pat Zeeman 
Treasurer .................... Connie Ritchie 
Past President ............. Pat Zeeman 
Round Dance.............. Marilynne Cunningham 
 
VDCTA e-mail .......... kirkbradrock@gmail.com 
 
 

UPPER VANCOUVER ISLAND 
SQUARE DANCE ASSOCIATION 
(UVISDA) 
President ..................... Robert (Bob) Chalmers 
Vice President ............ (vacant) 
Secretary .................... Karin Sorger 
Treasurer .................... Keith Kent 
Past President ............. (vacant) 
 
UVISDA e-mail ......... k.g.sorger@shaw.ca 
 
 
UPPER VANCOUVER ISLAND CALLER 
TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
(UVICTA) 
President ..................... Gord Ruedig 
Vice President ............ Al Jonsson 
Secretary .................... Wendie Harrington 
Treasurer .................... Connie Ritchie 
Past President ............. Fran Archambault 
Round Dance Chair .... Connie Ritchie 
 
UVICTA e-mail ......... wendieh@shaw.ca 

WEBSITES 
Canadian Square & Round Dance Society ................................................................................................ csrds.ca 
BC Square & Round Dance Federation ..................................................................................... squaredance.bc.ca 
Lower Vancouver Island – Region 1 ............................................................................ region1.squaredance.bc.ca 
Upper Vancouver Island – Region 8............................................................................. region8.squaredance.bc.ca 
CALLERLAB – International Assn. of Square Dance Callers .......................................................... callerlab.org 
ROUNDALAB – International Assn. of Round Dance Teachers .................................................... roundalab.org 
Taminations (animations for square dance calls) ............................................ www.tamtwirlers.org/taminations 
Video Square Dance Lessons Online........................................................ videosquaredancelessons.com/lessons/ 

 
ONLINE DANCE CALENDARS 
BC Square & Round Dance Federation ........................................................... squaredance.bc.ca/dance-calendar/ 
Lower Vancouver Island (Region 1) ............................................................ region1.squaredance.bc.ca/calendar/ 
Where’s the Dance (Dance, Dance, Dance) .......................................................................... wheresthedance.com 

 
SOCIAL MEDIA 
BC Square & Round Dance Fed. – Facebook .......... www.facebook.com/BCSquareAndRoundDanceFederation 
BC Fed Dance News – X (formerly Twitter) ........................................................... twitter.com/bcfeddancenews 
BC Fed Live – X (formerly Twitter) .................................................................................... twitter.com/bcfedlive 
Canadian Square & Round Dance Society – Facebook ....................................... www.facebook.com/CSRDS.ca/ 
Canadian Square & Round Dance Society – Pinterest .................................... www.pinterest.ca/canadiansquarea 

WEBSITES & SOCIAL MEDIA 

mailto:lviwsrda@gmail.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20the%20Online%20Cross%20Trail%20News
mailto:kirkbradrock@gmail.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20the%20Online%20Cross%20Trail%20News
mailto:k.g.sorger@shaw.ca?subject=Inquiry%20from%20the%20Online%20Cross%20Trail%20News
mailto:wendieh@shaw.ca?subject=Inquiry%20from%20the%20Online%20Cross%20Trail%20News
https://csrds.ca
https://squaredance.bc.ca
https://region1.squaredance.bc.ca
https://region8.squaredance.bc.ca
https://callerlab.org
https://roundalab.org
https://www.tamtwirlers.org/taminations
https://videosquaredancelessons.com/lessons/
https://squaredance.bc.ca/dance-calendar/
https://region1.squaredance.bc.ca/calendar/
https://wheresthedance.com
https://www.facebook.com/BCSquareAndRoundDanceFederation
https://twitter.com/bcfeddancenews
https://twitter.com/bcfedlive
https://www.facebook.com/CSRDS.ca/
https://www.pinterest.ca/canadiansquarea
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BC SQUARE & ROUND DANCE FEDERATION CONTACTS 

 
President................................. Frank McNeil ........................................................................... Surrey – Region 2 
 
1st Vice President ................... Mae Fawcett ............................................................................ Lumby – Region 3 
 
2nd Vice President .................. Lyle O’Hara.............................................................................. Surrey – Region 2 
 
Secretary ................................ Wendy Krueger ................................................................ Abbotsford – Region 2 
 
Treasurer ................................ Pat Zeeman ............................................................................. Victoria – Region 1 
 
Past President ......................... Dennis Sutton ........................................................................... Sidney – Region 1 
 
Directors-at-Large .................. Kirk Rockerbie ..................... VDCTA .................................... Victoria – Region 1 
 Gary Weeks .......................... LVIWSRDA ............................ Victoria – Region 1 
 Lyle O’Hara.......................... V&DCTA................................... Surrey – Region 2 
 Dianne Wilson ...................... FVS&RDA.......................... Chilliwack – Region 2 
 Brian Elmer ..........................  ...................................... West Kelowna – Region 3 
 Peter Tennant .......................  .................................................. Vernon – Region 3 
 Ray Schmidt & Deb Schmidt .............................................. Castlegar – Region 4 
 Bill Cave & Jan Cave...........  ................................................. Kersley – Region 5 
 Norman Hopland ................. UVISDA .................................. Bowser – Region 8 
 Gordon Ruedig ..................... UVICTA .......................... Powell River – Region 8 
 Steve Stent ............................  ............................................. Kamloops – Region 9 
 Wendy Trudel ......................  ............................................. Kamloops – Region 9 
 
 

 

 
CSRDS Directors ................... Garry Dodds & Pat Zeeman ................................................. Victoria – Region 1 
 
Round of the Month ............... Connie Ritchie ...................................................................... Nanaimo – Region 8 
Coordinator 
 
Webmaster ............................. Frank McNeil ........................................................................... Surrey – Region 2 
 
Four Score & More Badges ... Connie Ritchie ...................................................................... Nanaimo – Region 8 
 
Zoom Meetings Coordinator .. Alex Wotherspoon.................................................................. Victoria – Region 1 
  
Sillery Award Committee ...... Dr. Blair Wallace (Chair) ......................................................... Surrey – Region 2 
 Alex Wotherspoon.................................................................. Victoria – Region 1 
 Wendy Krueger ................................................................ Abbotsford – Region 2 
  

For contact details go to: squaredance.bc.ca/about-the-federation/ 
 

 

TOLL FREE NUMBER 
BC Square & Round Dance Federation ........................................................................................ 1-800-335-9433 

[Return to CONTENTS page.] 

HTTPS://squaredance.bc.ca/about-the-federation/
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President................................. Laurie Illsley ....................................................................................... Nova Scotia 

Vice President ........................ Garry Dodds ............................................................................... British Columbia 

Secretary ................................ Rosalie Beamish ..................................................................................... Manitoba 

Treasurer ................................ Terry Hebert ............................................................................... New Brunswick 

Past President ......................... (vacant) ...................................................................................................................  

BC Directors .......................... Garry Dodds & Pat Zeeman ..................................................... British Columbia 

Webmaster ............................. Dan Roy ..................................................................................................... Ontario 

For a complete list of the CSRDS Board of Directors and 
their contact details go to: csrds.ca/board-of-directors 

SQUARE DANCE CLUBS 
Amalgam-Eighters – Nanaimo 
 Wendie & Herb Harrington 
Country Cousins – Victoria 
 Kirk Rockerbie 
Frontier Twirlers – Victoria 
 Garry Dodds & Pat Zeeman (cuer) 
Mavericks – Victoria 
 Marilynne & Alan Cunningham 
 Lorne & Barb Clayton 
Ocean Waves – Courtenay 
 Fran & Roger Archambault 
 Guest cuers 
Rings Squares & Rounds – Courtenay/Campbell River 
 Jake & Diana (cuer) Ring 
Ripple Rockets – Campbell River 
 Elizabeth Hohner 

Salty Wheels – Salt Spring Island (inactive) 
 Marilynne & Alan Cunningham 
Star Dusters – Powell River 
 Gordon Ruedig 
 Stacey Ruegg 
Star Twirlers (Plus & Advanced) – Victoria 
 Garry Dodds 
 

ROUND DANCE CLUBS 
Island Gems – Nanaimo 
 Wendie & Herb Harrington 
 Connie Ritchie 
Rainbow Rounders – Victoria 
 Connie Ritchie 
 Kirk Rockerbie 
 Darrell Roberts 

CALLERS & CUERS BY CLUB 

CANADIAN SQUARE AND ROUND DANCE SOCIETY 

 

Offering Canada Wide Support to Square, 

Round, Line, Contra, and Clog Dancing. 

 

csrds.ca 

CANADIAN SQUARE & ROUND DANCE SOCIETY CONTACTS 

[Return to CONTENTS page.] 

https://csrds.ca/board-of-directors
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BC Square and Round Dance Federation 

To preserve, promote, and perpetuate Square Dancing, 

Round Dancing, Contra Dancing, and other related forms 

of dance in the Province of British Columbia. 

squaredance.bc.ca 

[Return to CONTENTS page.] 

DANCE HALLS 

VICTORIA 
Colwood Community Hall 
 2219 Sooke Road 
Cordova Bay United Church Hall 
 813 Claremont Avenue 
Victoria Scout House 
 505 Marigold Rd. 
 

SOOKE 
Royal Canadian Legion Branch #54 Sooke 
 6726 Eustace Road, Sooke, BC 
 

NANAIMO & LANTZVILLE 
Lantzville Community (Costin) Hall 
 7232 Lantzville Road 
Wellington Hall 
 3922 Corunna Ave. (off Norwell Drive, off Island 

Highway) 
 

NANOOSE BAY 
Nanoose Place Community Centre 
 2925 Northwest Bay Road 
 

PARKSVILLE & COOMBS 
Bradley Centre 
 975 Shearme Road (corner of Alberni Highway), 

Coombs 

FANNY BAY 
Fanny Bay Hall  
 7793 Island Highway 
 

COURTENAY & ROYSTON 
Florence Filberg Centre – Rotary Hall 
 411 Anderton Avenue 
Native Sons Hall 
 360 Cliffe Avenue 
Royston Community Hall 
 3902 Island Highway South (at Royston Road) 
St. John the Divine Anglican Church Hall 
 579 5th Street 
 

CAMPBELL RIVER 
Campbell River United Church Hall 
 415 Pinecrest Road (at Birch Street) 
Quinsam Wellness Centre (Quinsam Hall) 
 2005 Eagle Drive 
 

POWELL RIVER 
Star Dusters Dance Hall (Timberlane Rancho) 
 5399 Timberlane Avenue (across from track) 

https://squaredance.bc.ca
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[Return to CONTENTS page.] 

CROSS TRAIL NEWS – SUBMISSION DEADLINES 2024-2025 

Issue Deadline Dance Dates Other Information 

September-
October-

November 
2024 

September 2024 to 
August 2025 

Directory information form including list of dances and 
event dates. Sunday, 

August 4, 
2024  

September, 
October, & 

November 2024 

Fall start-up dates, new dancer class dates & ads, special 
dances ads, club news, sympathy. 

December 
2024-January 

2025 

Sunday, 
November 

3, 2024 

December 2024 & 
January 2025 

Special dances ads, Christmas dance, season’s greetings 
ads, first dance in New Year, club news, sympathy. 

February-
March 2025 

Sunday, 
January 5, 

2025 

February & 
March 2025 

Special dances ads, summer weekend event ads, club news, 
sympathy. 

April-May 
2025 

Sunday, 
March 2, 

2025 
April & May 2025 

Special dances ads, windup dates, summer weekend event 
ads, club news, sympathy. 

June-July-
August 2025 

Sunday, 
May 4, 2025 

June, July, 
& August 2025 

Special dances ads, summer dances ads, summer weekend 
event ads, new dancer class ads, club news, sympathy. 

Publication Dates: within about one week after each deadline. 

CROSS TRAIL NEWS – SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 

Digital submission of letters, club news, event reports, articles and advertisements is preferred. Suggested 
lengths are up to 200-250 words for letters and club news; 200-500 words for reports and articles of interest to 
square and round dancers. Advertisements that include copyrighted images and/or registered trademarks used 
without permission will not be accepted. 

Our page size is 8.5” x 11” (letter size) with a 0.5” margin on all four sides. When preparing an advertisement 
please note the ad sizes on page 2. If your copy is not the same as our ad size we can adjust the size to fit our 
page but it will become distorted if the aspect ratio (ratio of width to height) is significantly different. We will 
make up your ad (and email a proof to you) if you email the details to us. 

We can handle most document formats including doc, docx (preferred), odt, ppt, pptx, pub, rtf, txt, and wpd. 
Paper submissions will either be scanned or retyped. You can also type your submission in an email. 

For images we can handle most graphics formats. Please do not resize photos or embed them in a document or 
email. A minimum resolution of 300 dpi is recommended. For ads we will accept graphics files (including 
pdf) but we can’t edit them to correct any typographical or formatting errors unless you also send us the origi-
nal document file. 

Please include your personal, club, or business name at the beginning of your file names so we can identify 
files without having to open them. Please attach your files to your email and send to: 
crosstrailnews@shaw.ca. 

All submissions must be received by the deadline for each issue. 

Commercial Five Ad Block Details 

In order to received the 10% discount for a five ad block, payment of the full five ad amount must accompany 
or precede the initial insertion. The five ads to not have to be in consecutive issues but are to be used within 
two years (ten issues). The ad copy may be changed for each insertion. 

mailto:crosstrailnews@shaw.ca?subject=Inquiry%20from%20the%20Online%20Cross%20Trail%20News
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SQUARE DANCE & ROUND DANCE 
BC Festival 2025 ........................................................................................................................................... 3, 49 

British Columbia Square & Round Dance Federation (BCSRDF) ................................................................... 46 

Canadian National Square, Round & Clog Dance Festival 2026 ................................................................. 6, 51 

Country Cousins Square Dance Club .................................................................................................... 33, 35, 39 

Fraser Valley Square & Round Dance Association (FVS&RDA) .................................................................... 42 

Frontier Twirlers Square Dance Club ............................................................................................................... 32 

Joint Executive Committee of the LVIWSRDA & VDCTA ............................................................................ 38 

Mainstream Dancing Getaway – Brent Mawdsley & Gary Winter .................................................................. 44 

Mavericks Square Dance Club .......................................................................................................................... 37 

Ocean Waves Square Dance Club ..................................................................................................................... 48 

Ripple Rockets Square Dance Club ............................................................................................................. 40-41 

Star Dusters Square Dance Club ....................................................................................................................... 50 

Thompson-Shuswap Square & Round Dance Association (TSS&RDA) ......................................................... 45 

Upper Vancouver Island Caller Teachers Association (UVICTA) ............................................................. 34, 47 

Upper Vancouver Island Square Dance Association (UVISDA) ...................................................................... 43 

Victoria & District Caller Teachers Association (VDCTA) ............................................................................. 36 
 

COMMERCIAL 
Ron Booiman – TravelWithRon.ca – The Travel Group .................................................................................. 52 

Tim Deighton – Last Minute Mover (Member of the Mavericks, Victoria) ..................................................... 53 

ADVERTISERS IN THIS ISSUE 

THE FOUR SCORE AND MORE CLUB 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Active square and/or round dancers who are 80 years of age or older and who are members of the BC Square 
& Round Dance Federation may receive The Four Score and More Club badge courtesy of the Federation. 
There are also badges for active dancers who reach 90 and 100 years of age. 

Optional name bars are available at cost plus postage. The LVIWSRDA purchases the name bars for its mem-
bers. UVISDA members are billed for their name bars (or their club if the club places the order). 

To request a free badge, and to purchase a name bar if desired, please submit the name (as you would like it to 
appear on the name bar), complete date of birth, club name, and contact information to your association’s The 
Four Score and More Club badges contact person: 

Lower Vancouver Island Western Square & Round Dance Association 

Gary Weeks 

Upper Vancouver Island Square Dance Association 

Karin Sorger 

[Return to CONTENTS page.] 

mailto:gwwlog@shaw.ca?subject=Four%20Score%20and%20More%20Club%20Badge%20Inquiry
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See next page for event program and registration form. 
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Online Registration Link 

https://forms.gle/mi754A2o6HcZrJk68
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Online Registration Link 
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Online Registration Link 

https://forms.gle/mi754A2o6HcZrJk68
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FILLABLE REGISTRATION FORM 

[Return to ADVERTISERS INDEX.] 

https://squaredance.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/BC-Festival-fillable-Reg-form-2-pgs-9.02.24.pdf
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CROSS TRAIL NEWS 
 

Official Publication of the 

Vancouver Island Western Square & Round Dance Associations 

Serving Square and Round Dancers in the Lower and Upper Vancouver Island Regions 

(British Columbia Square & Round Dance Federation Regions 1 and 8) 


