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EDITOR'’S PAGE

New CALLERLAB Mainstream Program

At a special meeting on February 22 the VDCTA
made a presentation to the LVIWSRDA on the new
CALLERLAB Mainstream program and its shorter
list of 50 basics that comes into effect on September
1, 2026. There was a good turnout of members of
both associations at this meeting.

At a second meeting next month there will be a dis-
cussion involving both associations on the new danc-
er class syllabus to be used in the Lower Vancouver
Island region beginning in September 2026. All inter-
ested dancers and callers are welcome to attend this
important meeting at Colwood Hall on April 19 from
1:30 to 2:45 PM.

For further information please see the report from
LVIWSRDA President Carol Young on page 10.

Season Wind-Up & Summer Events

With this issue we wind up the 2025-2026 dance sea-
son and see the start of the summer events.

20286
FPENTICTON

British Columbia, Canada

Posters for a number of summer dances and campouts

appear later in this issue:

e May 3 — VDCTA & LVIWSRDA - Spring
Round-Up — Colwood Hall — Page 40.

e May 15, 16, & 17 — Ripple Rockets — Blast Off
2026 — Campbell River, BC — Pages 42-43-44.

e May 31 — FVS&RDA - Spring Fling Plus Dance
— Surrey, BC — Page 45.

e June 7 - UVICTA & UVISDA Joint Dance — Na-
noose Place (poster next issue).

e July 15, 16, 17, & 18 — Canadian National
Square, Round, & Clog Dance Festival 2026 —
Penticton, BC — Page 48.

e July 24 & 25 — Ocean Waves — Catch the Wave —
Union Bay, BC (new location) — Page 49.

e August 20, 21, & 22 — Star Dusters — Across the
Pond Weekend — Powell River, BC — Page 50.

We encourage you to attend as many of these events

as you can fit into your calendar.

Alex Wotherspoon
Editor

Canodion National Square, Round & Clog Dance Festival
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DANCE DATES - LOWER VANCOUVER ISLAND
APRIL 2026

MONDAY
Star Twirlers................. Easter Monday — Dance Cancelled.................ccoooviiiiiiiiiiiiii ittt 6
Plus Review/Teach/Dance, 8:00-10:00 PM, Colwood Community Hall..............ccceuenee 13, 20, 27
TUESDAY
Rainbow Rounders........ Rounds Phase 2, 7:30-9:30 PM, Colwood Community Hall...........cccccceeriiiiiiiiiiiiiiicnienieie 7,21
Rounds Phase 3-4, 7:30-9:30 PM, Colwood Community Hall ...........c.ccccooviiniiniininiee, 14, 28
THURSDAY
Star Twirlers................. Advanced Review/Teach/Dance, 8:00-10:00 PM, Colwood Community Hall.......... 2,9,16,23,30
FRIDAY
Mavericks ........cccoeenneene. Good Friday — Dance Cancelled..................ccoooioiiiiiiiiiiiiii ittt 3
Mainstream with Rounds, 7:30-9:30 PM, Cordova Bay United Church Hall..............ccccocvennnnnnns 17
SATURDAY
Frontier Twirlers........... Plus, 7:30-8:00 PM, Mainstream with Rounds, 8:00-9:45/10:00 PM,
Colwood Community Hall .........cccoiiiiiiiiieiii e 4,18
Country Cousins........... Mainstream with Rounds, 7:30-9:30 PM, Cordova Bay United Church Hall.......................... 11,25
SPECIAL DANCES
Frontier Twirlers........... Bunnies, Bonnets and Boot Scootin’ Dance, Plus 7:30-8:00 PM,
Mainstream with Rounds 8:00-9:45 PM, Colwood Community Hall..............ccccccooiiiiiennnnnn. Sat. 4
VDCTA ... Round Dance Party, 1:30-3:30 PM, Colwood Community Hall.............ccocenvniiiiniiiicnenns Sun. 12
(See poster page 34)
Mavericks ........cccovreenne. Mexican Fiesta, 7:30-9:30 PM, Cordova Bay United Church Hall ............ccccovniiiininenns Fri. 17
(See poster page 335)
Rainbow Rounders........ Wind-Up Dance — Phase 2, 7:30-9:30 PM, Colwood Community Hall ..............ccoeernenee. Tues. 21
Country Cousins........... AGM & Potluck 5:30 PM (club members only); Denim and Plaid Dance, 7:30-9:30 PM,
Cordova Bay United Church Hall ...........ccocooiiiiiiiiiii e Sat. 25
(See poster page 36)
Rainbow Rounders ....... Wind-Up Dance — Phase 3-4, 7:30-9:30 PM, Colwood Community Hall ...............cccoenee. Tues. 28
MEETINGS
VDCTA & LVIWSRDA.. Meeting — New Dancer Class Syllabus Discussion, 1:30-2:45 PM,
Colwood Community Hall (See page 10) .........cocuoveiiiiieiiiiiiieiiiese e Sun. 19
LVIWSRDA................. Association Annual General Meeting, 3:00-4:00 PM, Colwood Community Hall................ Sun. 19
VDCTA ..o, Association Annual General Meeting, 3:00-4:00 PM, Colwood Women’s Institute Room..Sun. 19

[Return to CONTENTS page.]
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DANCE DATES - LOWER VANCOUVER ISLAND
MAY 2026

MONDAY
Star Twirlers................. Plus Review/Teach/Dance, 8:00-10:00 PM, Colwood Community Hall..............ccoooveniinnnnnne 4,11
THURSDAY
Star Twirlers................. Advanced Review/Teach/Dance, 8:00-10:00 PM, Colwood Community Hall............ccccoeveernenne. 7
FRIDAY
Mavericks .....cc.coovreene. Mainstream with Rounds, 7:30-9:30 PM, Cordova Bay United Church Hall.............cccccooveinnnnns 1
SATURDAY
Frontier Twirlers........... Plus, 7:30-8:00 PM, Mainstream with Rounds, 8:00-9:45/10:00 PM,
Colwood Community Hall .........cccoiiuiiiiiiiiiii e 2
Country Cousins........... Mainstream with Rounds, 3:00-5:00 PM, Colwood Community Hall............cccoeeeiviiiiiinniiininne, 9
(NOTE DIFFERENT TIME AND DIFFERENT HALL)
SPECIAL DANCES
Mavericks........ccccoveenne. Birthday Dance — Black & White, 7:30-9:30 PM,
Cordova Bay United Church Hall ..........ccoooiiiiiiii e Fri. 1
(See poster page 38)
Frontier Twirlers........... Let’s Dance Around the World Windup Dance, Plus 7:30-8:00 PM,
Mainstream with Rounds 8:00-9:45 PM, Colwood Community Hall..............cccoccoviiiiiennnnn. Sat. 2
(See poster page 39)
LVIWSRDA/VDCTA. .. Spring Roundup, Rounds, 1:30-2:00 PM, Mainstream, 2:00-4:15 PM,
Colwood Community Hall ........ccccoiiiiiiiiiei s Sun. 3
(See poster page 40)
Country Cousins........... 70th Birthday Dance, 3:00-5:00 PM, Colwood Community Hall..........cccccoovviieiiniiiiniiiens Sat. 9
(NOTE DIFFERENT TIME AND DIFFERENT HALL)
(See poster page 41)
Star Twirlers................. Wind-Up Dance, 8:00-10:00 PM, Colwood Community Hall............ccceocvrniiininniniininne, Mon. 11
VDCTA ..., Hall Benefit Dance, Mainstream, 8:00-10:00 PM, Colwood Community Hall................... Wed. 27

[Return to CONTENTS page.]

Please Note — Dance dates information is compiled from a number of sources and is believed to be accurate, how-
ever these details are subject to change depending on hall availability, Public Health Orders, and/or other factors.
If in doubt please confirm particulars including dates, times, and locations with the event organizers. Association
and club contacts are on the directory pages in this issue. The Cross Trail News cannot be held responsible for any
errors.

Cross Trail News — April-May 2026 Page 5



DANCE DATES - UPPER VANCOUVER ISLAND

APRIL 2026

THURSDAY
Island Gems.........cccvvvevees
Star Dusters .....c.ooeeevveeneee.

FRIDAY
Amalgam-Eighters...........

SATURDAY
Ocean Waves...................

Ripple Rockets ................

SPECIAL DANCES

Amalgam-FEighters...........
Ripple Rockets ................
Ocean Waves...................

Rounds Phase 3 & 4, 7:15-9:15 PM, Wellington Hall, Nanaimo .............c.ccccecueee. 2,9,16,23,30
West Coast, 7:00-9:00 PM, Star Dusters Dance Hall, Powell River..........c..cccceevein. 2,9,16,23,30
Mainstream (with Rounds), 7:00-9:00 PM, Costin Hall, Lantzville...........cccccooviiviiinininiiniene. 3
AGM @ 6:00 PM; SSD/Mainstream (with Rounds), 7:00-9:00 PM, Costin Hall ...................... 17

Mainstream (with Rounds), 7:00-9:00 PM,

Filberg Centre — Rotary Hall, COUTtENAY ..........ccovrveiiiirieieseee e 4
Mainstream (with Rounds), 7:00-9:00 PM,

Courtenay Baptist Church, COUTTENAY ........ccveriieeiierieienesee e s nes 18
Mainstream (with Rounds), 7:00-9:00 PM, Campbell River United Church Hall ................ 11,25
50s Dance, 7:00-9:00 PM, Costin Hall, Lantzville........c....ccoovviiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieee e Fri. 3
Spring Fling, 7:00-9:00 PM, Campbell River United Church Hall............c.ccccovininiinnnns Sat. 11
Rock and Roll (All Singing Calls Dance), 7:00-9:00 PM,

Courtenay Baptist Church, COUTTENAY ........ccoririeriiiiiie s Sat. 18
Freshman Frolic, 1:00-3:00 PM, Nanoose Place ..........ccocccvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiic e Sun. 26
(See poster page 37)

[Return to CONTENTS page.]

Please Note — Dance dates information is compiled from a number of sources and is believed to be accurate,
however these details are subject to change depending on hall availability, Public Health Orders, and/or other
factors. If in doubt please confirm particulars including dates, times, and locations with the event organizers. As-
sociation and club contact information appears on the Contacts and Directory pages in this issue. The Cross
Trail News cannot be held responsible for any errors.
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DANCE DATES

MAY 2026

THURSDAY

Island Gems..................
Star Dusters ........ooeeeeeeee

FRIDAY

Amalgam-Eighters........

SATURDAY

Ocean Waves................

Ripple Rockets .............
Star Dusters ..................

SPECIAL DANCES

Amalgam-Eighters........

Ocean Waves................
Ripple Rockets .............
Star Dusters ..................
Ripple Rockets .............

— UPPER VANCOUVER ISLAND

Rounds Phase 3 & 4, 7:15-9:15 PM, Wellington Hall, Nanaimo ...........c.cccecvvrvienienieninne e, 7
West Coast, 7:00-9:00 PM, Star Dusters Dance Hall, Powell River .........ccccccoocvieeiviiiiciiiiiee e, 7
SSD/Mainstream (with Rounds), 7:00-9:00 PM, Costin Hall, Lantzville ............cccccocviiieniennnnne 1

Mainstream (with Rounds), 7:00-9:00 PM,

Filberg Centre — Rotary Hall, COUrtenay..........cccveiieiiiiiiiieiieceeseesee e 2
Mainstream (with Rounds), 7:00-9:00 PM, Campbell River United Church Hall ........................ 9
West Coast Dinner Dance starting at 6:00 PM, Star Dusters Dance Hall, Powell River .............. 9

Dogwood Dance, Potluck 6:00 PM, SSD/Mainstream (with Rounds),

7:00-9:30 PM, Costin Hall, Lantzville .......cccevvviiiiiiiiiiiiiii ittt Fri. 1
Wind-Up Dance, 7:00-9:00 PM, Filberg Centre — Rotary Hall, Courtenay ..............cc.cceevenne. Sat. 2
Wind Up Dance, 7:00-9:00 PM, Campbell River United Church Hall ............c.ccoriiiienene Sat. 9
Wind Up Dinner Dance, starting at 6:00 PM, Star Dusters Dance Hall, Powell River......... Sat. 9
Blast Off 2026, Qulnsam Hall, Campbell Rlver .................................................. Fri. 15 to Sun. 17

(Go to: ripplerockets.Wixsite.com/campbellriver)
(See posters pages 42-43-44)

Br1t1sh Columbia, Canada

Canodion Nationol Square, Round & Clog Dame Festival

[Return to CONTENTS page.]
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CONVENTIONS, FESTIVALS,
DANCE WEEKENDS, & SPECIAL EVENTS

JulyThis information is compiled from a number of sources and is believed to be accurate, however event de-
tails are subject to change. We recommend that you confirm all particulars including dates, times, and loca-
tions with event organizers prior to registering and/or arranging transportation and accommodation.

2026
LVIWSRDA/UVISDA Joint Dance — Swing Into Spring — Colwood Community Hall —
Mar. 29 Featuring Caller/Cuer Gary Winter from Sherwood Park, AB
(see poster February-March Issue page 44)
Mar. 29-Apr. 1 |51st CALLERLAB Convention — Reno, Nevada — www.callerlab.org
April 12 VDCTA — Round Dance Party — Colwood Community Hall (see poster page 34)
April 26 UVICTA — Freshman Frolic — Nanoose Place (see poster page 37)
M VDCTA & LVIWSRDA - Spring Round-Up — Colwood Community Hall
ay 3
(see poster page 40)
Mav 16-17 Ripple Rockets — Blast-Off Weekend — Quinsam Hall, Campbell River, BC
y (see posters pages 42-43-44)
May 27 Colwood Hall Benefit Dance — Colwood Community Hall
June 7 UVICTA-UVISDA — Joint Dance — Nanoose Place
June 21-24 50th Annual ROUNDALAB Convention — Waco, Texas — www.roundalab.org
June 24-27 75th US National Square Dance Convention — Waco, Texas — 75nsdctx.com
Julv 10-14 BC Square & Round Dance Federation — Callers School — Penticton, BC
y festival2026.squaredance.bc.ca/callerschool/ (see poster page 46-47)
Julv 15-18 24th Canadian National Square, Round & Clog Dance Festival — Penticton, BC —
y squaredance.bc.ca/festival2026 (see poster page 48)
July 24-25 Ocean Waves — Catch the Wave — Union Bay Community Club, Union Bay, BC

(see poster page 49)

August 20-22

Star Dusters — Across the Pond Weekend — Powell River, BC (see poster page 50)

2027

June 23-26

76th US National Square Dance Convention — Loveland, Colorado — 76nsdc.com

2028

June 28-July 1

77th US National Square Dance Convention — Daytona Beach, Florida — 77nsdcfl.com

[Return to CONTENTS page.]
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CSRDS NEWS

D@ July 15th - 18th

CTON

ritish Columbia, Canada
Conadian Notional Squoare, Round £ Clog Dance Festival

Newsletter #3

Can you believe it is a scant 6 months until the biggest Canadian Square, Round and Clog dance party of
the year?! There is a momentum swelling in our activity. We are rediscovering the joy of music and dance
and happy friends all around us. I hope you are as excited as we are to make the 2026 Canadian National
Festival the focal point of your summer. We have a vibrant city, the best of beautiful British Columbia as
our Festival’s backdrop, dozens of dance leaders and hundreds of dancers to entice you to spend July 15 to
18, 2026 with us. We are deservedly “house proud” about the venue, the Penticton Trade and Convention
Centre. Spread the word, encourage your friends to register, and make this event memorable for great
music, great friends, and the greatest pastime (or is it our secret obsession?)

This newsletter is an update on progress, as well as giving general information which we hope is of help.

December was a very busy month with registrants taking advantage of our Early-Bird rates before they
expired. So far, in addition to dancers from Canada, we were pleased to know we shall be welcoming
guests from the USA, Germany, China and Australia. We shall enjoy dancing to at least 56 leaders over our
core dance areas of Squares, Rounds and Clogging. All levels are represented with the heaviest
registrations being of Plus Squares and Intermediate Cloggers. There are a significant number of singles,
so our planning will take this into account.

The easiest way to register is online with its advantage of providing quick confirmation. Forms can be
downloaded from our website squaredance.bc.ca. Click on the Festival heading on our landing page and
you shall be taken immediately to the section giving detailed information including hotels with which we
have arranged special rates and RV Camping information. Risking repetition, we remind you that the
Okanagan Valley and Penticton in particular are very popular summer resort areas and are usually fully
booked. So early advanced booking is strongly recommended. The Penticton Trade and Convention Centre
is large enough that we do not foresee a possibility of exceeding its capacity. It has sufficient halls and
rooms that each level of dancing shall have its own space.

Like all events we shall be requesting volunteers to step forward and become part of the team ensuring
things run smoothly. Our organizing committee covers the planning requirements. Where we shall need
assistance is during the Festival itself. Our secretary, Arlene Laing, is maintaining a list of volunteers. The
areas where we need help include the registration desk, security for the leaders’ room and hall monitors.
Please email her at arlenelaing2(@gmail.com if you can join the team.

Should you have questions or require further information, we invite you to forward them to
Arlene Laing who shall forward them to the appropriate committee member for response.

|

[Return to CONTENTS page.]
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ASSOCIATION NEWS - LVIWSRDA
MEETINGS - 2026 CALLERLAB NEW MAINSTREAM PROGRAM

A big thank you to everyone who attended the discus-
sion at the Colwood Community Hall Sunday, Febru-
ary 22 about the new 2026 Mainstream program.

Garry Dodds gave a very interesting and informative
presentation on the changes passed by CALLERLAB
to the Mainstream program that will become effective
September 2026. The presentation was followed by a
discussion on the situation. It was very helpful to hear
many different points of view on the subject.

At the end of the discussion, we took a vote on
whether the dancers wanted to stick with the Classic
Mainstream program or switch to the new 2026
Mainstream program for club dances starting Septem-
ber 2026. The overwhelming response was to stick
with Classic Mainstream.

We still need to determine what will be taught at the
new dancer classes in the fall. We agreed to meet
again to discuss this. Some suggestions were:

o stick with Classic Mainstream program;

e teach the new 2026 Mainstream program; or
e create a hybrid program.

A few people suggested teaching the 2026 Main-
stream program at the beginner classes and teach the
moves removed from the Classic Mainstream pro-
gram at Mainstream dances.

We will be holding a second meeting to discuss the
format of the beginner classes on April 19, 2026 from
1:30 to 2:45 PM, at the Colwood Community Hall.

In addition to a format discussion, it will provide an
opportunity to come together and brainstorm effec-
tive ways to attract new dancers. Our hope is we will
come to a decision on a way forward at this meeting.

Carol Young
LVIWSRDA President

CALLERLAB Website

Links to the new Mainstream and Plus programs

New Mainstream List

https://callerlab.org/new-mainstream-list/

New Plus List
https://callerlab.org/new-plus-list/

Cross Trail News — April-May 2026

[Return to CONTENTS page.]

Page 10


https://callerlab.org/new-mainstream-list/
https://callerlab.org/new-plus-list/

CLUB NEWS

AMALGAM-EIGHTERS, Nanaimo
By Margie Cooper

I’'m happy to report that we Amalgam-Eighters have
enjoyed very active dance floors in January and Feb-
ruary. Both our Robbie Burns and Lunar New Year
celebrations drew in more than 50 dancers. Thank
you immensely for that, Wheel Arounds, Ocean
Waves, and Ripple Rockets!! And thank you,
Wendie, for continuing to call, at a time when it’s so
difficult just to carry on.

All who stayed for snacks after the Robbie Burns |

dance, can attest that the haggis was worthy of its
march around the hall with a procession of all danc-
ers, and its animated and incomprehensible Scottish
“Address” by George Patten. Beautifully and impres-
sively delivered, George! Any seriousness that even-
ing, was offset when George and Muneera led us in
singing “Donald Where’s Your Trousers”!

BEEE——

&=

X' "*';-BGHTERS

ENTICTeR

026

rodian Notional
e, Round & Clo

It was equally fun ushering in The Year of the Horse.
Our dragon was filled with eleven “Horses” and hon-
orary Horses, who danced around the hall with
enough zeal and gusto to ward off any evil spirits for
sure...bringing good luck to all attendees!

We chose a new Sweetheart Couple on February 20th
— Marlene Hedch and Terry Ohman! Not only are
they devoted to one another, but they’re also devoted

Cross Trail News — April-May 2026

to the refreshment needs of the rest of us. They come
early to every dance, to replenish kitchen supplies,
brew coffee and organize snacks for social time. No
wonder we love you, Marlene and Terry!

In the usual see-saw of recruitment success, we had
no takers for Beginner Dance Lessons in January but
we signed up seven new club members after the com-
pletion of dance lessons in December. They’ve given
the club a real boost, because they’re interesting,
they’re fun, and they’ve all been enthusiastically at-
tending Friday dances. Yippie for that! We feel quite
fortunate, as we head into the spring segment of our
dance season.

(Photos by Margie Cooper.)

(Continued on page 12)
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CLUB NEWS conTINUED)

(Continued from page 11)

COUNTRY COUSINS, Victoria By Wendy Weeks

The Country Cousins wish to express our thanks to
Alex Wotherspoon for his years of service to creating
and managing the Cross Trail News.

As we head towards the end of our club dancing sea-
son the Country Cousins are looking forward to the
following dances: March 14 Lucky Leprechauns;
March 28 Regular dance; April 11 Regular dance;
April 28 AGM 5:30-7:00 pm and Plaid & Denim
dance. With the exception of our birthday dance, our
dances are held at the Cordova Bay United Church.

Note our event poster in the CTN for our 70th birth-
day party dance on May 9th. We will be dancing in
the daytime, 3:00-5:00 pm at the Colwood Hall, so
that out-of-town dancers can make it a day trip.

The Country Cousins welcome this year’s new Saan-
ich Square dancers to attend our dances for free. See
you on the dance floor!

FRONTIER TWIRLERS, Victoria
By Debbie Tooby

January thankfully brought no snow to our lovely
city, but it did bring a new theme dance that I do not
think has been done in the past — a BADGES and
DANGLES Dance. For those who missed it, it was an
opportunity to display some very impressive badge
and dangle collections.

X [ .I CROSSTRAILERS
e (1

o MR -y

/. 'Ui_droliﬂ, B.e, > '2 %&@T(. I PORT HARDY. I

MACKENZIE, B.C
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The February theme dance was focussed on A Heart
Full of Memories. Everyone has those beautiful treas-
ured memories that pull on their heartstrings. Songs
of love filled the air for dancing and listening to. It
was truly a heartfelt evening indeed.

Some upcoming themes for the FT dances:

March 7 — our wonderful 67th Birthday dance — dress
for a Beach Party (well maybe leave the speedos at
home!).

April 4 — is the Egg-cellent Bunnies, Bonnets and
Boot Scootin’ Easter Square Dance Party! Note: priz-
es for best costume.

May 2 - the FT Wind-up Dance - Let’s Dance
Around the World. And so the end is near and we’ll
dance our final club dance. Wow — another year of
square dance fun will be done!

Reminder — all club dances are at the Colwood Com-
munity Hall. Plus: 7:30-8:00, Mainstream 8:00-10:00
regular dance (8:00-9:45 theme dance).

Thank you to all club members and guests who came
out to dances this dance season and supported the

p—

(Continued on page 13)
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CLUB NEWS conTINUED)

(Continued from page 12)

Frontier Twirlers. Looking forward to seeing every-
one on the dance floor. Be there, in a square!

(Badges and Dangles photos by Darrell Roberts.)

ISLAND GEMS, Nanaimo By Wendie Harrington

Island Gems are carrying on with their Thursday
night dancing. It is a small but enthusiastic group.
Our 6:30 to 7:15 workshop is a great way for the
newer dancers to fine tune their skills. Our Monday
night class is making excellent progress with the
waltz. They were able to dance all the phase II dances
presented at the Round-A-Rama.

Unfortunately in this write up I must report another
blow to our club. Our long-time faithful member, Er-
nie Kaesmodel, passed away peacefully on Thursday,
February 26 with his family and partner, Connie
Ritchie by his side. Ernie loved dancing (especially
rumbas!) and could always be counted on to entertain
us at break time with his amusing stories. He will be
sorely missed.

MAVERICKS, Victoria

The Mavericks had a great winter season of dancing

By Chrissy Torontow

which included our Flappers and Gangsters and our |

Mardi Gras dances. Our callers provided superb mu-
sic and lots of tidbits of info on our theme nights. Did
you know that we had pirates and rum runners on the
Salish Sea and that Mardi Gras has been an official
holiday in New Orleans since 1856?

We also did a visitation to Richard Sharman’s club,
the Sooke Squares, on February 24. They dance in
the afternoon, and we had a good time with their
dancers and students. Anne from our club brought her
yummy pumpkin loaf to share. And (coincidentally?)
they were so nice to us visitors! Richard did a tip
where the dancers did every move two times. Chaotic
but fun. We named it the Tim Horton tip a “double,
double”.

Our spring dances start off with the Lunar New Year
Red and Gold dance on March 6 followed by a regu-
lar club dance on March 20. Both will be fun! The
club will not be dancing on Good Friday, April 3.
Mid-April on the 17th is our Mexican Fiesta dance.
Our decorating committee of Barb Clayton and Barb
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McLaren (and helpers) always do an amazing job of
transforming the hall.

Do come out and join us. We enjoy having visitors.
See you on the dance floor.

OCEAN WAVES, Courtenay
By Doreen Miskae & Ellen Granberg

Ocean Waves had a very festive December, begin-
ning with a regular dance on the 6th, and then our
Christmas dance and potluck (photo below) on De-
cember 20. All the dancers were attired in their
Christmas best, and the hall was beautifully decorat-
ed, with our blue and white tablecloths and sparkly
blue and silver centerpieces. The potluck food was
plentiful and delicious, and the door prizes were
amazing. Our caller/cuer team, Jake and Diana Ring,
did an excellent job keeping the crowd happy with
seasonal tunes throughout the evening.

We started the New Year early, with our first dance
on January 3. Quite a few of our dancers were still
away for the holiday, but we managed to have three
squares. On January 17, our Winterfest dance was
very well attended with 51 dancers giving us five
squares all evening. The hall was decorated nicely
with paintings of ice-skating couples, and our dancers
were in sparkly winter attire to go with the theme.

January was a busy month for visitors to our dances
and for our dancers to visit other clubs’ dances up
and down the island. Having no snowy highways so
far this winter made it easier for all the clubs to travel
to each others’ dances and we certainly did travel!
This made banner stealing and banner retrieving quite
popular. As an example, nineteen Ocean Waves
members attended the Campbell River 50/60s dance
on January 24th to retrieve our banner.

(Continued on page 14)
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February 7th was a regular dance at the Filberg with
49 people in attendance from our own club, the Rip-
ple Rockets, the Amalgam-Eighters, and Steve
Witiuk from the Town and Country club in Maple
Ridge. Again, our caller/cuer couple, Jake and Diana
Ring, provided a fun evening for all, with guest call-
ers/cuers Pat Barr, Sue Diederichs, and Lynette
McLeod.

Most of our new square dancers returned in January
for the second half of their Monday night lessons, and
there are eleven round dance couples taking lessons
on Wednesday evenings, all learning well from Jake
and Diana. We are encouraging our new dancers to
attend all our dances, and we hope as the season pro-
gresses, more will come and enjoy our dances and
those of other clubs who welcome all new dancers as
well.

The weather was winterlike on January 21st for our
beautiful Red and White dance. It’s usually a popular
theme but weather, illness and vacations limited the
night to 34 people who enjoyed the great calling and

cueing by our talented regulars. However, three
squares kicked up their heels amidst the hearts and
cupids decorating the walls as they swirled about in
red and white attire. Ice cream and strawberry sauce
with toppings was served for the social and Bernice
Morrison won the door prize, a basket of cheerful red
and white primula plants.

Our executive is now planning for the next season of
Saturday night dances at the Filberg, with our Talent

| Night on March 7, Irish Mist dance on March 21, a

regular dance on April 4, an All Singing Calls dance
on April 18 to be held at the Baptist Church location,
and with our Windup Dance on May 2 at the Filberg.

Catch the Wave 2026 will be a highlight of the sum-

mer on Friday and Saturday, July 24th and 25th. It
will be held at the larger, air-conditioned Union Bay
Hall, with a great dance floor, and camping facilities
right beside the hall for those who wish to camp. We
will have our caller/cuer team, Jake and Diana Ring,
both nights, sharing with our own Pat Barr and Sue
Diederichs on Friday night, and with Lorne and Barb
Clayton from Victoria, and Stacey Rigg and Ron
Berg from Campbell River on Saturday night. Look

- for our poster with all the details and I hope you will

Cross Trail News — April-May 2026

plan to join us!
(Red and White Dance photos by Ellen Granberg.)

(Continued on page 15)
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RAINBOW ROUNDERS, Victoria
By Van Williams

The Rainbow Rounders celebrated St Patrick’s day
with a Phase 2 dance on the actual day. (Every other
day would just have been a practice day.) All round
dancers may enjoy our Phase 2 social dances on April
7 and April 21. Our wind-up dances will be on April
21st (everyone welcome), and April 28th (Phase 3-4).

Kirk’s two-step classes are going well with about ten
enthusiastic students who may begin attending our
Tuesday night social round dances. Square dancers
have likely seen them dancing rounds between tips at
mainstream dances as well.

Darrell’s rumba and cha classes have been fun for
both him and his students, and the energy each week
has been fantastic. The class has embraced the light,
joyful spirit of the playful cha-cha rhythm, and has
enjoyed plenty of laughter, lots of practice, and no-
ticeable improvement all around. We look forward to
their presence at the Phase 3-4 social round dances
this spring and summer.

Connie’s Phase 3-4 Wednesday afternoon workshops
(April 15th & 29th) are underattended considering
the satisfaction that comes with workshopping a few
challenging dances to the point that we can enjoy
dancing them cleanly. It’s not unlike the satisfaction
of attending festival round dance workshops.

RING’S SQUARES & ROUNDS, Campbell River/
Courtenay By Diana Ring

Rings Squares and Rounds will be not dancing after
the end of March 2026. We are not sure if the club
will be re-instated soon or not.

Jake and I are still active, but mainly at this time
through the Ocean Waves.

RIPPLE ROCKETS, Campbell River
By Mireille Earl & Linda Grunewald

The Ripple Rockets are grateful for all our new danc-
ers that are enjoying and celebrating their newfound
social life by coming to our dances on Saturday
nights and visiting the Ocean Waves Club from time
to time, weather permitting. We had a great time/
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turnout for our 50's dance in January, welcoming five
squares. Our Valentine's Dance was a lot of fun, with
three squares attending. For March we are planning a
Saint Patrick's Dance on March 14 and in April we
will be having a “Spring Fling” on the 11th. Our
wind-up dance on May 9 will be a festive end of the
dance year.

The Blast Off will see a return to three days of danc-
ing: Friday night, Saturday will be a big day with a
plus dance introduction workshop in the morning,
and (weather permitting) a demonstration dance in
the afternoon, ending with an evening of dancing
with a panel of callers and cuers. On Sunday, there
will be a crib tournament in the morning, a round
dance in the afternoon, and the big finale Sunday
night with a panel of callers and cuers. We are look-
ing forward to seeing old friends and meeting new
ones.

Ribbons will be available shortly for people who reg-
ister. Mireille will be attending dances around the
Island so if you have registered she can bring a rib-
bon for you.

It is with great sadness that we honour Fred Lewis, a
long-time member and former president of Ripple
Rockets. He passed away on December 20, 2025.
Survived by wife Margaret and many children, grand-
children and great grandchildren.

STAR DUSTERS, Powell River By Gord Ruedig

We send our greetings to everyone from our isolated
little hamlet across the pond. Isolation has taught us
to be self reliant. We’ve never been afforded the lux-
ury of reliance on club visitation to make our club
viable. We applaud CALLERLAB’s decision to
shorten the Mainstream program, albeit 25 years after
the organization’s own research indicated this step
was necessary to reverse the downward spiral our ac-
tivity has been experiencing.

A shorter program enables clubs to host more than
one class per year. This equals more opportunity for
us to recruit and more flexibility for those we are try-
ing to recruit. Powell River has been doing this for
more than a decade now and it is the reason we still
exist and are in fact vibrant without the need for ex-
ternal supports. Over the years we’ve taken a lot of
flack for not preparing our dancers to dance beyond
our city limits. I guess that all changes in the next

(Continued on page 16)
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year or so as the new Mainstream evolves. Ironically,
another trait of the modern dancer is that they are not
all consumed by the activity and don’t tend to look
for endless dance vacation opportunities so that may
be a moot point!

As an example of how a shorter, dual entry program
can benefit a club: in terms of numbers, we had a bit
of a dismal intake of new dancers last fall. Midway
through the fall session, dancers from our spring ses-
sion the previous year started trickling back. They
brought friends, young friends! We found a way to
accommodate them while moving forward. In Janu-
ary we launched a second campaign to recruit. We
made use of social media, the Credit Union message
board, and lawn signs to advertise our open house. In
excess of sixty dancers (forty new ones) attended.
Twenty-two signed up for square and round dance
classes so things have been pretty lively on Mondays
and Tuesdays, our respective round and square dance
teaching nights.

In mid January and early February some of us did a
couple of sessions with grades four to six students
and then had a party dance for the kids and parents
outside of the school setting. It was pretty chaotic,
with live music supplied by a couple of our club mu-
sicians and eleven young fiddlers, but feedback from
the event has been very positive. We still haven’t fig-
ured out how to capitalize on that one but we’re
working on it and the coordinator is asking about do-
ing it again.

A few of us attended the Upper Island Round-A-
Rama and spent an enjoyable Sunday afternoon danc-
ing and socializing with our island friends. I expect
we’ll have a pretty strong contingent attending the
Freshmen Frolic this April, fingers crossed!

Kirk Rockerbie has tentatively agreed to join me at
our Across the Pond dance this summer. I am excited
to call with him and I’'m looking forward to a great
dance! Stacey Ruegg has been growing by leaps and
bounds as a cuer and is ready to take on that role at
our signature dance. Hooray Stacey! We will also
have some panel dances and workshops as has been
our custom at this event.

And that’s the way it is on our side of the Pond. See
you in a square!

STAR TWIRLERS, Victoria By Garry Dodds

The New Year has started off well although colds and
travel have affected our dance attendance a bit.

We have completed teaching the full Plus program
and we are now working on various other arrange-
ments of dancers and just practicing. I have started
adding the few new moves that are planned to be add-
ed to the Plus program in the fall. Everyone is doing
great and we will soon be moving away from having
“experienced tips” to working on all of the moves for
everyone.

Likewise, our Advanced 1 dancers have completed
the Advanced 1 program and we are now looking at
practice to get everyone comfortable with all of the
moves before Festival 2026. We have added a couple
of A2 moves and as everyone progresses we will add
a couple more.

The club will be dark Easter Monday. Hope to see
you all in a square somewhere.

Don’t forget to register for the Canadian National
Festival 2026 in Penticton in July.

Cross Trail News — April-May 2026
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2026 UVICTA ROUND-A-RAMA
What a great afternoon of dancing we had for the
2026 Round-A-Rama on February 16 at Nanoose
Place. The weather was great for driving and we had
dancers from Victoria to Campbell River as well as
Powell River.

The program was varied and provided lots of dancing
for phase II dancers. Newer dancers had lots of
choice. The dancing was non-stop so those needing a
rest could watch different rhythms during their
breaks.

By Wendie Harrington
The cuers for the afternoon were Diana Ring, Connie
Ritchie, Stacey Ruegg, Lynette McLeod and Wendie
Harrington. It was Stacey’s first time cueing at this
event and what a great job she did!!!

Thank you to Jake Ring for looking after the sound
for the afternoon. Several people commented on the
great quality of the sound for the dance.

We especially want to thank the dancers who came
out to enjoy the afternoon and the many who pitched
in to help with the cleanup after the dance.

Cuers on the 2026 Round-A-Rama program (left to right): Diana Ring, Stacey Ruegg, Lynette McLeod, Connie Ritchie, and Wendie
Harrington. Below: scenes of the dancing at the 2026 Round-A-Rama. (Photos by Wendie Harrington.)
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NEWS FROM HERE & THERE
IT’S MAGIC

Sometimes it’s surprising
what the dancers don’t
know. They have no idea
what we do, or how we
do it. In a way, we are
like magicians that do our
magic through a micro-
phone. Are there tricks to
it? Yep!

Some callers are better
than others at performing
their tricks. Yes, better,
but how did they get that
way? No caller was born
with a mic in their hand.
Mastering and applying
the techniques employed
by callers to guide dancers and resolve squares re-
quires a blend of talent, motivation, dedicated study,
clear goal setting, passion, and opportunity.

The magicians and callers that are best at selling their
tricks, get the ability through a lot of work and prac-
tice. No one is a natural born magician or caller.

Thomas Edison is attributed to have said, “Genius is
1% inspiration and 99% perspiration.” Sometimes,
what is accredited to being natural talent is the prod-
uct of a lot of work and practice. The mechanics in-
volved in moving the dancers are simple but take
time and practice to learn. A magician doesn’t devel-
op his sleight of hand without a lot of practice. Lucki-
ly, the practice necessary to learn how to call can be
fun.

What motivates one to take on the task of learning to
call varies from person to person. It might be a need
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By Daryl Clendenin
to replace a caller when none are available. It might
be a love for performing. It might be the puzzle solv-
ing and challenge of choreography. It might be
a chance to get up in front and sing. It might be any,
or all of those things and more.

“Passion,” is what keeps the learning and practice
from feeling like work. Passion is easy to satisfy if
you are progressing in your learning. Keep in mind
that progression is in direct proportion to the amount
of time and effort put in.

Opportunity? That’s a tough one. Sometimes oppor-
tunities present themselves. Other times they must be
created. If a caller retires, dies, moves out of your
area, or can no longer call, the club might need a re-
placement. In that case, the club will support you
while you learn. That’s a great opportunity.

If there is no club available, you should do what you
can to start one. In reality, most clubs started with a
new caller needing a place to call.

It takes eight dancers to make a square but doesn’t
take eight to practice calling. Most of what you need
to learn only takes two couples. If you can call and
dance at the same time, you and your partner can be
one of the two couples. The advantage of being one
of couples dancing, is being able to develop a feel for
the timing of the calls as you learn to combine them
into patterns for dancing.

Want to be a caller? Callers call. Don't wait for a club
to become available. Start NOW!

https://daryl.clendenin.net/
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TEN GUIDELINES FOR ENJOYING
YOUR SQUARE AND ROUND DANCING

1. Have fun and enjoy the friendship of your fellow dancers.

2. Be exuberant but not so much so that others might take offence at your antics. Remember to be inclusive
and welcoming to all those around you.

W

Welcome visitors and make them feel part of the club — they came to enjoy the dance as much as you
do.

4. Dance with as many callers and cuers as possible to form your own opinion of their merits. Remember
opinions of others are as subjective as your own so do not take them as gospel.

5. Remember that strong fragrances of any kind can adversely affect the health of others.

6. For the enjoyment of the dance environment, and to create a positive atmosphere, dances are drug and
alcohol free. Everyone must be able to participate fully so that they enjoy their time together.

7. You and your fellow members are the backbone of your club. Your loyalty and participation are of
prime importance for the enjoyment of everyone in the square and round dance community.

8. Bickering, fault finding, and gossip are atmosphere killers. Avoid them.

9. Once in a square do not walk away from it. Doing so is a slight to those already there. If you are a single
dancer looking for a partner, stand in a square with your hand up. If you already have a partner and are
waiting for them to join you, stand in place with your hand down. Couples, please don’t push singles
looking for a partner out of a square.

10. Remember that you were once a beginner — you can still learn, and everybody goofs at some point no
matter how experienced they are.

These guidelines were drafted in 2019 by members of the Joint Executive Committee of the Lower
Vancouver Island Western Square & Round Dance Association and the Victoria & District Caller Teachers
Association as an update of the traditional “Ten Commandments of Square Dancing”. Guideline #9 was
updated in 2026 with the addition of the last three sentences.

A web search for “ten commandments of square dancing” will result in many hits for several different
versions. The wording of the traditional version, as previously published in the Cross Trail News (most
recently in 2000), can be found at “www.squaredancene.org/ideas/tencom.html”.

First published in the Cross Trail News, September-October-November 2019 issue. Updated version first
published in the Cross Trail News, April-May 2026 issue.

[Return to CONTENTS page.]
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SYMPATHY & CONDOLENCES

Ouwr condolences to the famdlics of:

Bob Bouck, a former member of the Triple C’s (and
other clubs around BC), who passed away in Victoria
on February 1, 2026 at the age of 85. Bob was prede-
ceased by his wife, Kirsten, in 1996, and is survived
by three children and their families.

Ernie Kaesmodel, a member of the Island Gems and
a former member of the Amalgam-Eighters and the
Travelling Squares, who passed away in Nanaimo on
February 26, 2026 at the age of 76. Ernie was prede-

ceased by his wife, Joan, in 2024, and is survived by
two daughters and their families, and by his partner,
Connie Ritchie.

Fred Lewis, a former member of the Ripple Rockets,
who passed away in Campbell River on December
20, 2025 at the age of 92. Fred was predeceased by
his first wife, Margorie, and three children, and is
survived by his second wife, Margaret, four step-
children, a chosen daughter, and their families.

‘2026
-PENTICTON

-‘B?I‘itISh Columbia, Canada

Canodion Nationol Square, Round & Clog Dame Festival
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REGION 1 ROUND OF THE MONTH FOR
MARCH 2026 - CHOSEN BY VDCTA

Come Dance With Me

Choreo: Casey & Sharon Parker, 11168 Loduca Dr, Manteca, Ca. 95336 email: trustme@pacbell.net

Music: Come Dance With Me -- Available itunes

Artist: Nancy Hays

Footwork: Opposite, Unless noted (W's footwork in parenthesis)

Rhythm: Twostep Phase: I Speed: Speed slightly for comfort

Sequence: Intro—-A-B-A-B-End

Intro
1-4 Wait 2 meas;; Apt Pt; Tog Tch Scp;
1-4 op fcg M fcg wall lead ft free Wait 2 meas;; AptlL, -, Pt Rtwd ptr,-; Tog Rscplod, -, Tchl, -;

Part A

1-4  Scp lod Two Fwd Twosteps;; Hitch Dbl;;

1-2 FwdL,CIsR,FwdlL,-; FwdR,ClsL, FwdR, -;

3-4 FwdlL,ClsR,BkL,-; BkR,ClsL, FwdR, -;
5-8 Two Fwd Twosteps;; Twirl /Vine 2; Walk Pickup;

56 FwdL,ClsR,FwdL,-; FwdR,ClsL, FWdR, -

7-8 SdLlod leading W to trn RF under jnd lead hnds, -, XRIB, -(Fwd R twd lod trng RF under jnd lead hnds, -,

Bk Lconttrn,-); SdL,-, Fwd R picking up W to cp lod, - (FwdR, -, Fwd L trng to cp lod, -);

9-12 Two Fwd Twosteps;; Prog Scissor twice bjo;;

9-10 FwdL,ClsR,FwdlL,-; FwdR,ClsL, FwdR, -

11-12Sd L, ClsRtoscardlw, Fwd L, -; SdR, Cls L to bjo lod, Fwd R, -;
13 - 16 Fwd Hitch; Hitch Scissor; half op Strut 4 to fc;;

13-14 Fwd L, CIsR, Bk L,-; BkR,ClsL, Fwd R, - (Fwd L trng RF to Scp, Cls R, Fwd L, -);

15-16 half op lod Fwd L, -, Fwd R, -; Fwd L, -, Fwd R trng to cp wall, -;

Part B
1-8 cpwall LFTurning Box;;;; Lace up to cp wall;;;;
1-4 SdL,ClIsR, Fwd Ltrng LFto fclod, -; SdR, Cls, L, Bk R trng LF to fc coh, -; Sd L, Cls R, Fwd L trng LF to fc
rlod, -; SdR,ClsL, Bk R trng LF to fc wall, - ;
5-8 scp lod leading W under jnd lead hnds Fwd L, CIsR, Fwd L, -; to lop lod Fwd R, Cls L, Fwd R, -; leading
W under jnd trail hnds Fwd L, CIsR, Fwd L, -; tooplod FwdR, Cls L, Fwd R, - to cp wall;
9-16 Box;; RevBox;; SdClstwice; Sd Draw Cls; Half Box; Scissor Scp;
9-12 SdL,ClsR,FwdlL,-; SdR,Cls, L, BkR,-; SdL,CIsR,BkL,-; SAdR,ClsL, FwdR, -;
13-16SdL,CIsR,SdL,ClsR; SdL, DrawRtolL, CIsR,-; SdL,Cls,R, FwdL,-; SdR,ClsLtrngto scp lod, Thru
R toscplod, -;

Ending
1-6 Two Fwd Twosteps;; Circle Away Two Twosteps;; Strut Tog4 cp ;;
1-6 scplod FwdL, CIsR,FwdL,-; FwdR,ClsL, FwdR, -; Circ away from ptnr LF (RF) Fwd L, CIsR, Fwd L, -;
FwdR, Cls L, Fwd R, -; moving twd ptnr Fwd L, -, FwdR, -; Fwd L, -, Fwd R trng to cp wall, - ;
7-11 LfTrng Box;;;; Dip Bk & Hold;
7-11 SdL,CIsR, Fwd Ltrng LF to fc lod, -; Sd R, Cls, L, Bk R trng LF to fc coh, -; Sd L, Cls R, Fwd L trng LF to fc
rlod, -; SdR,ClsL, Bk Rtrng LF to fcwall,-;  Dip Bk L twd coh & Hold, -, -, -;
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CLUB DIRECTORY - LOWER VANCOUVER ISLAND

Country Cousins — Victoria

CIUb EMail ... president(@ccsdc.ca
CIUD WEDSITE. ....ueiiiiiiiiie i e e e e eareee e ccsde.ca
Mainstream with Rounds — 7:30-9:30 PM

2" & 4™ Saturdays — Sep. 13 to Dec. 13, 2025; Jan. 10 to Apr. 25, 2026
Cordova Bay United Church Hall — 813 Claremont Ave., Victoria, BC

2" Saturday — May 9, 2026 — 3:00-5:00 pm — Colwood Community Hall

Caller/Cuer................. Kirk Rockerbie
President...........ceeneee. Wendy Weeks
Secretary .......ccccceenenns Cathy Novak
Treasurer...........cccue... Vanda Stocks

FRONTIER
TWIRLERS

VICTORIA. B.C.
CANADA

Frontier Twirlers — Victoria

Club Email ... FrontierTwirlersVictoriaBC@gmail.com
Club Facebook Page ................ www.facebook.com/groups/1165329974731199
CIUD WEDSILE. ..ottt frontiertwirlers.weebly.com

Plus — 7:30 PM, Mainstream with Rounds — 8:00-10:00 PM
1% & 3" Saturdays — Sep. 20 to Dec. 20, 2025; Jan. 3 to May 2, 2026
Colwood Community Hall — 2219 Sooke Rd., Victoria, BC

Caller & Cuer............. Garry Dodds & Pat Zeeman
President............ooo.... Jim Johnson

Secretary .......cc.ccoveveens Deb Tooby
Treasurer.......oocceeve... Linda Ross

Mavericks — Victoria

(@ 151030 2500 F: § | TR marcric(@telus.net
CIUD WEDSIEE...cvvvviiiiiiii ettt e e s et e e e r e e eaab s themavericks.org
Mainstream with Rounds — 7:30-9:30 PM

1% & 3" Fridays — Sep. 19 to Dec. 19, 2025; Jan. 16 to May 1, 2026

Dark: April 3, 2026 (Good Friday)

Cordova Bay United Church Hall — 813 Claremont Ave., Victoria, BC

Callers/Cuers.............. Marilynne Cunningham; Lorne Clayton
President........c...coc... Marc Dumonceaux

Secretary .......cc.cccveeeens Gillian Bloom
Treasurer.........cccoeeene Van Williams

Rainbow Rounders (Rounds) — Victoria

Club Email......ccoooiiiiiiiiicce e con_al_r@telus.net
CIUD WEDSIE. .....eiiiiiiiiic ettt e e e e e e e e e e anaeeas
Rounds Phase IT - 7:30-9:30 PM

1%, 3", & 5™ Tuesdays — Sep. 16 to Dec. 16, 2025; Jan. 6 to Apr. 21, 2026
Rounds Phase III-1V — 7:30-9:30 PM

2" & 4™ Tuesdays — Sep. 9 to Dec. 9, 2025; Jan. 13 to Apr. 28, 2026
Colwood Community Hall — 2219 Sooke Rd., Victoria, BC
Cuers....oocvvveeeeeeeeiinns Connie Ritchie; Kirk Rockerbie; Darrell Roberts
President..................... Connie Ritchie

Secretary/Treasurer....Connie Ritchie
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CLUB DIRECTORY - LOWER VANCOUVER ISLAND

Saanich

Squares

Saanich Squares — Victoria

CIub EMail..... oo ettt e e e
Club WebsSite..........ccoovvieeiiiiiiiiiiiiic e saanichsquares.weebly.com/
Basic-Mainstream Teach — 7:00-9:00 PM

Sundays — Sep. 14 to Dec. 14, 2025; Jan. 4 to Mar. 29, 2026 (except Oct. 13)
Cordova Bay United Church Hall — 813 Claremont Ave., Victoria, BC

Caller.......coevvvrinnenn. Lorne Clayton
President..................... Lorne Clayton
Secretary .......ccccceveeens Barbara Clayton
Treasurer........ocoeeeeenee Lorne Clayton

SALTY WHEELS

£ =2
SALT SPRNG ISLAND
BC

Salty Wheels — Salt Spring Island — INACTIVE

CIUD EMail ..o almarcun@telus.net
CIUD WEDSTER. ..ttt ettt eniee e e e sieeas
Mainstream — 7:30-9:30 PM

Thursdays — (To be determined — club currently inactive.)

Cunningham Residence — 734 Upper Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, BC
Caller/Cuer................. Marilynne Cunningham

President.................... Alan Cunningham

Secretary/Treasurer....Angela Thomas

STAR
TWIRLERS

Ulictoria, B.C.

Star Twirlers (Plus & Advanced) — Victoria

CIub Email ... garryd(@dz-dancing.com
Club WebSite..........cccviiiiiiicci e startwirlers.squaredance.bc.ca
Plus Review/Teach/Dance — 8:00-10:00 PM

Mondays — Sep. 22 to Dec. 15, 2025; Jan. 12 to May 11, 2026

Dark on Holiday Mondays: Oct. 13, 2025, Feb. 16, 2026, Apr. 6, 2026
Colwood Community Hall — 2219 Sooke Rd., Victoria, BC

Advanced Review/Teach/Dance — 8:00-10:00 PM

Thursdays — Sep. 25 to Dec. 18, 2025; Jan. 15 to May 7, 2026

Colwood Community Hall — 2219 Sooke Rd., Victoria, BC
Caller......cccovevvevrennnn. Garry Dodds

President........c...coe... Garry Dodds

Secretary/Treasurer....Garry Dodds

[Return to CONTENTS page.]

VISIT YOUR REGION'S WEBSITE

Lower Vancouver Island - Region 1
regionl.squaredance.bc.ca

Upper Vancouver Island - Region 8
region8.squaredance.bc.ca

Cross Trail News — April-May 2026 Page 23



https://region1.squaredance.bc.ca
https://region8.squaredance.bc.ca
https://saanichsquares.weebly.com/
mailto:garryd@dz-dancing.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20CTN%20Club%20Directory%20Listing
https://startwirlers.squaredance.bc.ca
mailto:almarcun@telus.net?subject=Inquiry%20from%20CTN%20Club%20Directory%20Listing

CLUB DIRECTORY - UPPER VANCOUVER ISLAND

| AMALGAM-EIGHTERS |

Amalgam-Eighters — Nanaimo

Club Email..... cooovvviiiiiiiiie i, amalgam-eighters(@squaredance.bc.ca
Club WebSite.. ....coovvvvriiiiiieie i, amalgam-eighters.squaredance.bc.ca
Mainstream (with Rounds) — 7:00-9:00 PM (Social 9:00-9:30)

1% & 3" Fridays — Sep. 19 to Dec. 19, 2025; Jan. 16 to May 1, 2026
Lantzville Community (Costin) Hall — 7232 Lantzville Rd., Lantzville, BC

Caller/Cuer................. Wendie Harrington
President ...........cc..... Bonnie Haapala
Secretary: .......cccceenenns Margie Cooper
Treasurer.......ccccoeeene May Wagner

Island Gems (Rounds) — Nanaimo

(@) 181 0 2550 ¥ 1 L wendieh@shaw.ca
Club WEDSItE.......ooo vt islandgems.squaredance.bc.ca
Rounds — Phase 3+ - 7:15-9:15 PM

Thursdays — Sep. 11 to Dec. 18, 2025; Jan. 8 to May 7, 2026

Wellington Hall — 3922 Corunna Ave. (off Norwell Dr., off Island Hwy.),
Nanaimo, BC

CUeTS .o Wendie Harrington & Connie Ritchie
President...........ceeneee. Wendie Harrington
Treasurer........cccocveene Connie Ritchie

OCEAN WAVES

Comox
»
.“

Valley, BC

—

4

Ocean Waves — Courtenay / Comox Valley

Club Email ....coooveeeeeeeeeee e oceanwavesquaredance@gmail.com
Club Facebook Page ................ www.facebook.com/groups/1836797209669410
Club WEDSItE. . .eevee e www.comoxvalleyoceanwaves.ca

Mainstream with Rounds — 7:00-9:00 PM

1% & 3" Saturdays — Sep. 6 to Dec. 20, 2025; Jan. 3 to May 16, 2026
Filberg Centre — Rotary Hall — 411 Anderton Ave., Courtenay, BC

(Also Native Sons Hall & Courtenay Baptist Church — check Dance Dates pages.)

Caller & Cuer............. Jake Ring & Diana Ring
President..................... David Barr

Secretary ........coocevnenns Christine Kent
Treasurer...........ceeue. Janet Livingstone

RINGS B1&©

Rings Squares & Rounds — Campbell River/Courtenay
Club Email .....oovvvviiiieiiiiieceee e jakediana.ring@gmail.com
CIUD WEDSIE. ....vviiiiiiiii e e e e e e e e e e e anaeeas
Round Dance Classes — Two Step — 7:00-8:45 PM

Wednesdays — Oct. 1 to Dec. 3 (or 10 TBA), 2025; 2026 TBA

St. John the Divine Anglican Church Hall — 579 51 St Courtenay, BC

Cuer & Caller............. Diana Ring & Jake Ring
President........c...coc... Jake Ring
Secretary .......cc.cceveeens Diana Ring
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CLUB DIRECTORY - UPPER VANCOUVER ISLAND

Ripple Rockets — Campbell River

Club Email ... campbellriverripplerockets@gmail.com
Club Facebook Page .................. www.facebook.com/groups/706981097880584
Club WebSIte...cooieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee, ripplerockets.wixsite.com/campbellriver

Mainstream with Phase II Rounds — 7:00-9:00 PM
2" & 4™ Saturdays — Sep. 13 to Dec. 13, 2025; Jan. 10 to May 9, 2026
United Church Hall — 415 Pinecrest Rd. (at Birch St.), Campbell River, BC

Caller/Cuer................. Elizabeth Hohner
—— President.............oc..... Linda Grunewald

Secretary .......ccccceenenns Jennifer Coolen

Treasurer.........ccccuve... Marti Alkana

Star Dusters — Powell River

(@] 11030 25 1T ¥ 1 staruegg(@telus.net
Club Facebook Page ................ www.facebook.com/groups/1843039715769741
e e CIUD WEDSILE. .ottt ettt westcoastsquaredance.com
| A RIVER B.C. West Coast with Rounds — 7:00-9:00 PM

|

| & . .

| & D“STERS Tpursdays — Sep. 11 to Dec. 2025, Jan. to May 7, 2026,. also May 9, 2026
‘ Timberlane Rancho — 5399 Timberlane Ave., Powell River, BC

Caller.......ooevvvirirnennn. Gordon Ruedig
CUer...oooiiiieeciree Stacey Ruegg
President...........ceeneee. Stacey Ruegg
Secretary .......cc.ccoveveens Sandy Graham
Treasurer........cccoeens Tricia Andrews

CLUB DIRECTORY NOTES FOR BOTH LOWER ISLAND AND UPPER ISLAND

The Sooke Squares of Sooke and the Wheel Arounds Square Dance Club of Nanaimo are not member clubs
of the Cross Trail News and do not appear in the club directory, dance dates pages, club news, and other
listings.

Dance dates information is compiled from a number of sources and is believed to be accurate, however these de-
tails are subject to change depending on hall availability, Public Health Orders, and/or other factors. If in doubt
please confirm particulars including dates, times, and locations with the event organizers. The Cross Trail News

cannot be held responsible for any errors.

Club badge photos (except Saanich Squares) © Michael Torontow.

[Return to CONTENTS page.]
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DANCER & CALLER TEACHER ASSOCIATIONS

LOWER VANCOUVER ISLAND WESTERN
SQUARE & ROUND DANCE ASSOCIATION

UPPER VANCOUVER ISLAND
SQUARE DANCE ASSOCIATION

(LVIWSRDA) (UVISDA)

President..................... Carol Young President.................... Robert (Bob) Chalmers

Vice President............ Gary Weeks Vice President............ Esther Wong

Secretary .........ccccevenns Gillian Bloom Secretary ..........cceevens (vacant)
Treasurer.......c.ccceeueee. Alex Wotherspoon Treasurer.......c.ccoeeeee. Keith Kent

Past President............. (vacant) Past President............. (vacant)

LVIWSRDA e-mail...lviwsrda@gmail.com UVISDA e-mail......... one_blue_mustang@yahoo.ca

VICTORIA & DISTRICT CALLER UPPER VANCOUVER ISLAND CALLER

TEACHERS ASSOCIATION TEACHERS ASSOCIATION
(VDCTA) (UVICTA)

President..................... Kirk Rockerbie President..................... Gord Ruedig

Vice President............ Garry Dodds Vice President............ Al Jonsson
Secretary ..........ccceeenns Pat Zeeman Secretary ..........cceeveens Wendie Harrington
Treasurer .......ccccocueeenne Connie Ritchie Treasurer.........ccco...... Connie Ritchie
Past President............. Pat Zeeman Past President............. Fran Archambault
Round Dance.............. Marilynne Cunningham Round Dance Chair....Connie Ritchie
VDCTA e-mail .......... kirkbradrock@gmail.com UVICTA e-mail.......... wendieh@shaw.ca

WEBSITES & SOCIAL MEDIA

WEBSITES

Canadian Square & Round Dance SOCIELY .........ccccuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii s csrds.ca
BC Square & Round Dance Federation...........ccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiiic e squaredance.bc.ca
Lower Vancouver Island — Region 1 ..........cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiii e regionl.squaredance.bc.ca
Upper Vancouver Island — Region 8...........ccccoviiiiiiiiiiiiie e region8.squaredance.bc.ca
CALLERLAB — International Assn. of Square Dance Callers ...........ccccovviiiiiiiiiiiciiice callerlab.org
ROUNDALAB — International Assn. of Round Dance Teachers ...........cccoceoviviiiiiiiniiiiciiicnn, roundalab.org
Taminations (animations for square dance calls) .............ccc.ccccoveiviiiiiiennnn, www.tamtwirlers.org/taminations
Video Square Dance Lessons Online...........cccoceviiiiiiiininiiiinniniiieenn, videosquaredancelessons.com/lessons/

ONLINE DANCE CALENDARS

BC Square & Round Dance Federation..........ccccooceeiiiiiieninniiciieeesieee squaredance.bc.ca/dance-calendar/
Lower Vancouver Island (Region 1) .......cccocceeiiiiiiiiiiiiicc e regionl.squaredance.bc.ca/calendar/
Where’s the Dance (Dance, Dance, Dance) ........c.ccoooieiiiiiieniiiic e wheresthedance.com
SOCIAL MEDIA

BC Square & Round Dance Fed. — Facebook .......... www.facebook.com/BCSquareAndRoundDanceFederation
BC Fed Dance News — X (formerly TWIter) ......cccccuveiieiiiiiiiiiiie e twitter.com/bcfeddancenews
BC Fed Live — X (formerly TWITTET) ......ceeiuieiiiiiiiiiieiie et twitter.com/bcfedlive
Canadian Square & Round Dance Society — Facebook............cccooeviiiiiiiiiinnns www.facebook.com/CSRDS.ca/
Canadian Square & Round Dance Society — Pinterest ...........c.cccoviiviiineiinnne www.pinterest.ca/canadiansquarea

[Return to CONTENTS page.]
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BC SQUARE & ROUND DANCE FEDERATION CONTACITS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS —2025-2026

President...........ccooveviiiinnennn. Frank MceNeil ... Surrey — Region 2
Ist Vice President .................. Mae Fawcett ..o Lumby — Region 3
2nd Vice President................. (VACANE) ..ottt
Secretary ...ooovvvevvieeiiiieeiiienns Wendy Krueger............cococooviiiiiiiiiiic e Abbotsford — Region 2
Treasurer.....cccevevvveeiiieeeinnnn, Vanda StockS.........coooviiiiiiiiiiiii Sidney — Region 1
Past President..........ccoccvevnnnen. Dennis SUtton ...........cccoooiiiiiiiii Sidney — Region 1
Directors-at-Large.................. Kirk Rockerbie..................... VDCTA.....ccooiiiiiii, Victoria — Region 1
Gary Weeks .............cccoenn LVIWSRDA ..., Victoria — Region 1
John Corrigan ..................... V&DCTA......cooiii, Delta — Region 2
Dianne Wilson ..................... FVS&RDA........cccoeiiiin Chilliwack — Region 2
Brian EImer ............cccccooiiis i, West Kelowna — Region 3
Roslyn Garnet .............c.ccoes i West Kelowna — Region 3
Ray Schmidt & Deb Schmidt..................ccoooiiiiiiiinne Castlegar — Region 4
(no dancer/caller/cuer asSOCIAION)............c..ccvviiiveiiiiiiiieiieieseenen, — Region 5
(VACANL) ..o UVISDA ..o — Region 8
Denise Jensen........................ UVICTA ..o Courtenay — Region 8
Steve Stent ..........ooooiiiiiiiiiiit e Kamloops — Region 9
Wendy Trudel ... i Kamloops — Region 9
OTHER BCSRDF CONTACTS
CSRDS Directors...........cocu.e Garry Dodds & Pat Zeeman..................cccocoveviiiinininen, Victoria — Region 1
Round of the Month............... Connie Ritchie................coooiii Nanaimo — Region 8
Coordinator
Webmaster ...........cceevvveniennn. Frank MceNeil ..., Surrey — Region 2
Four Score & More Badges ...Connie Ritchie.................cccooooiiiii Nanaimo — Region 8
Zoom Meetings Coordinator.. Alex Wotherspoon.................ccccoooiiiiiiicnini e Victoria — Region 1
Sillery Award Committee ......Dr. Blair Wallace (Chair)...........ccccooviiiiniiniee Surrey — Region 2
Wendy Krueger.............ccooooiiiiiiiie Abbotsford — Region 2
Gordon Ruedig............cccoviiiiiiii e Powell River — Region 8

For contact details go to: squaredance.bc.ca/about-the-federation/

TOLL FREE NUMBER
BC Square & Round Dance Federation............ccocvviiiiiiiiiiniiiiciicisee e 1-800-335-9433

[Return to CONTENTS page.]
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CANADIAN SQUARE & ROUND DANCE SOCIETY CONTACTS

President..........ccccoovvviiiinnnnnn, Laurie IISIEY.........cooiiiiiiiiii e Nova Scotia
Vice President.........ccccceeevnneen. Garry Dodds..........cooovviiiiiiiiii British Columbia
Secretary ...ooovveevieeiiieeiiieens Rosalie Beamish ................ccoooiiiiiiii Manitoba
Treasurer.....ccocevvvveeviiveeinnn, Terry Hebert ..........ccccooiiiiiiiiii e New Brunswick
Past President..........ccccevnnnen. (VACANL) ...ttt
BC Directors .......coovvvivveeinnnen. Garry Dodds & Pat Zeeman................ccccoocveiiieniie e British Columbia
Webmaster ......cocovveeeviiveeinnen, Dan ROY ....oooiiiiiiiiiei s Ontario

For a complete list of the CSRDS Board of Directors and
their contact details go to: csrds.ca/board-of-directors

CANADIAN SQUARE AND ROUND DANCE SOCIETY

Offering Canada Wide Support to Square,

Round, Line, Contra, and Clog Dancing.

csrds.ca
CALLERS & CUERS BY CLUB
SQUARE DANCE CLUBS Salty Wheels — Salt Spring Island (inactive)
Amalgam-Eighters — Nanaimo Marilynne & Alan Cpnmngham
Wendie Harrington Star Dusters — quell River
Country Cousins — Victoria Gordon Ruedig
Kirk Rockerbie Stacey Ruegg (cuer)
Frontier Twirlers — Victoria Star Twirlers (Plus & Advanced) — Victoria
Garry Dodds & Pat Zeeman (cuer) Garry Dodds
Mavericks — Victoria
Marilynne & Alan Cunningham ROUND DANCE CLUBS
Lorne & Barb Clayton Island Gems — Nanaimo
Ocean Waves — Courtenay Wendie Harrington
Jake & Diana (cuer) Ring Connie Ritchie
Rings Squares & Rounds — Courtenay/Campbell River Rainbow Rounders — Victoria
Jake & Diana (cuer) Ring Connie Ritchie
Ripple Rockets — Campbell River Kirk Rockerbie
Elizabeth Hohner Darrell Roberts
Saanich Squares — Victoria
Lorne & Barb Clayton

[Return to CONTENTS page.]
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DANCE HALLS

VICTORIA

Colwood Community Hall
2219 Sooke Road

Cordova Bay United Church Hall
813 Claremont Avenue

SOOKE

Royal Canadian Legion Branch #54 Sooke
6726 Eustace Road

NANAIMO & LANTZVILLE
Lantzville Community (Costin) Hall
7232 Lantzville Road
Pleasant Valley Hall/Social Centre
6100 Doumont Road
Wellington Hall
3922 Corunna Ave. (off Norwell Drive,
off Island Highway)

NANOOSE BAY

Nanoose Place Community Centre
2925 Northwest Bay Road

UNION BAY

Union Bay Community Club
5401 Island Highway South

COURTENAY & ROYSTON
Courtenay Fellowship Baptist Church
2963 Lake Trail Road
Fallen Alders Community Hall
3595 Royston Road
Florence Filberg Centre — Rotary Hall
411 Anderton Avenue
Native Sons Hall
360 Cliffe Avenue
Royston Community Hall
3902 Island Highway South (at Royston Road)
St. John the Divine Anglican Church Hall
579 5th Street

CAMPBELL RIVER
Campbell River Seniors’ Centre
1414 Ironwood Street (inside Common Mall)
Campbell River United Church Hall
415 Pinecrest Road (at Birch Street)
Quinsam Wellness Centre (Quinsam Hall)
2005 Eagle Drive

POWELL RIVER
Star Dusters Dance Hall (Timberlane Rancho)
5399 Timberlane Avenue (across from track)

[Return to CONTENTS page.]

BC Square and Round Dance Federation

To preserve, promote, and perpetuate Square Dancing,
Round Dancing, Contra Dancing, and other related forms

of dance in the Province of British Columbia.

squaredance.bc.ca
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CROSS TRAIL NEWS — SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

Digital submission of letters, club news, event reports, articles and advertisements is preferred. Suggested lengths are up to
250 words for letters and up to 1000 words for club news, reports, and articles of interest to square and round dancers. Ad-
vertisements that include copyrighted images and/or registered trademarks used without permission will not be accepted.

Our page size is 8.5” x 117 (letter size) with a 0.5” margin on all four sides. When preparing an advertisement please note
the ad sizes on page 2. If your “camera-ready” copy is not the same as our ad size we can adjust the size to fit our page but
it will become distorted if the aspect ratio (ratio of width to height) is significantly different. In most case we will email a
proof to you.

We recommend that you check all proofs for accuracy and confirm by replying not later than the submission deadline for
each issue. Changes are not possible once an edition is published online.

We can handle most document formats including doc, docx (preferred), odt, ppt, pptx, pub, rtf, txt, and wpd. Paper submis-
sions will either be scanned or retyped. You can also type your submission in an email.

For images we can handle most graphics formats. Please do not resize photos or embed them in a document or email. A
minimum resolution of 300 dpi is recommended. For ads we will accept graphics files (including pdf) but we can’t edit
them to correct any typographical or formatting errors unless you also send us the original document file.

Please include your personal, club, or business name at the beginning of your file names so we can identify files without
having to open them. Please attach your files to your email and send to: crosstrailnews@shaw.ca.

All submissions must be received by the deadline for each issue.
Commercial Five Ad Block Details

In order to received the 10% discount for a five ad block, payment of the full five ad amount must accompany or precede
the initial insertion. The five ads to not have to be in consecutive issues but are to be used within two years (ten issues).
The ad copy may be changed for each insertion.

CROSS TRAIL NEWS — SUBMISSION DEADLINES 2025-2026

Issue Deadline Dance Dates Other Information

September 2025 to | Directory information form including list of dances and

September- Sunday, August 2026 event dates.
October-
November August 3, September
2025 ’ Fall start-up dates, new dancer class dates & ads, special
2025 October, & dances ads, club news, sympath
November 2025 ’ - Sympathy.
December Sunday, December 2025 & |Special dances ads, Christmas dance, season’s greetings
2025-January | November January 2026 ads, first dance in New Year, club news, sympath
2026 2,2025 Y ’ ’ > Sympaty:
Sunday, .
February- January 4 February & Special dances ads, summer weekend event ads, club news,
March 2026 2021%’ ’ March 2026 sympathy.
April-Ma Sunday, Special dances ads, windup dates, summer weekend event
p Y | March'l, | April & May 2026 | ’ p cates,
2026 2026 ads, club news, sympathy.
June-July- Sunday, June, July, Special dances ads, summer dances ads, summer weekend

August 2026 |May 3,2026| & August 2026 |event ads, new dancer class ads, club news, sympathy.

Publication Dates: within about one week after each deadline.

[Return to CONTENTS page.]
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THE FOUR SCORE AND MORE CLUB

BCS&RD Fed
"7 )/
) MORE ¥

Active square and/or round dancers who are 80 years of age or older and who are members of the BC Square
& Round Dance Federation may receive The Four Score and More Club badge courtesy of the Federation.
There are also badges for active dancers who reach 90 and 100 years of age.

Optional name bars are available at cost ($4.50) plus postage. The LVIWSRDA purchases the name bars for
its members. UVISDA members are billed for their name bars (or their club if the club places the order).

To request a free badge, and to purchase a name bar if desired, please submit the name (as you would like it to
appear on the name bar), complete date of birth, club name, and contact information to your association’s The
Four Score and More Club badges contact person:

Lower Vancouver Island Western Square & Round Dance Association
Gary Weeks
Upper Vancouver Island Square Dance Association
Bob Chalmers

ADVERTISERS IN THIS ISSUE

COMMERCIAL
Ron Booiman — TravelWithRon.ca — The Travel GIroup .........ccocviiiiiiiiiic e 32
Tim Deighton — Last Minute Mover (Member of the Mavericks, Victoria) ...............ccccouvviiiiiiiiiiiiniiincnnins 33

SQUARE DANCE & ROUND DANCE

BC Square & Round Dance Federation (BCSRDF) - 2026 Callers School............cccooiiieiiiiiiciiiienns 46-47
Canadian National Square, Round & Clog Dance Festival 2026 .........c.cccoiiiiiiiiiniiiiieenee e 3,7,20, 48
Country Cousins SqQUare Dance CIUD ...........coiiiiiiiiiiiii e 36,41
Frontier Twirlers Square Dance CIUD ..o 39
Joint Executive Committee of the LVIWSRDA & VDCTA ...ttt e e 40
Mavericks Square Dance CIUD ...........ooouiiiiiiiii e 35,38
Ocean Waves Square Dance CIUD...........coiiiiiiiii e 49
Ripple Rockets Square Dance CIub ..o 42-43-44
Star Dusters Square Dance CLUD ..........ooviiiiiii e 50
Upper Vancouver Island Caller Teachers Association (UVICTA).......ccoiiiiiiiiiiiicieec e 37
Vancouver & District Caller TeaChers ASSIN. .....cciiiiiiiiiiiiiie e e e e s s st e e e e e e s s s ssbrrrerereeesssnaans 45
Victoria & District Caller Teachers Association (VDCTA) ..o..eoiiiiiiiiicie e 34
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Discover the World
with Travel Specialist

Ron Booiman / TravelwithRon
Former Square Dance Caller (for 30 years)
Photo by TraveIWithRon.cé-L_" - ‘ 40 Years in Designing
: - Inclusive Tour & Safaris

| welcome you to join me

Join Ron's Inclusive Customized Tours

Tanzania

Amazing Wildlife Safari
** Last Call to join my May 19, 2026, Tanzania Safari

Next Tanzania Safari in the Fall, October 14, 2026

Four Safari Game Parks: Lake Manyara National Game Park
Amazing Ngorongoro Crater, Famous Serengeti
Tarangire National Park, where the lions climb trees

All Meals as per our itinerary & Guide, & Driver Gratuities Are Included

Kenya

Wildlife Safari beydnd your dreams
** Last Call to join my May 31, 2026, Kenya Safari

Next Kenya Safari in the Fall, October 01, 2026

Amboseli views of Mt Kilimanjaro + Famous Tusker Elephants
Aberdare Mountains, Lake Nakuru plus Lake Naivasha
In addition, visit the Famous Kenyan Masai Mara
This safari also includes Feeding Giraffes & a Wildlife Walk
All Meals as per our itinerary & Guide, & Driver Gratuities Are Included

We welcome you to join Ron on this return to “Egypt in 2027”
Date to be Announced / Call for Details

Visit our website: TravelwithRon.ca or Call for Details

TravelWithRon.ca ron@travelwithron.ca The Travel Group
TravelwithRon

Call us at: 604.575.7788 / 1.800.946.0091 CPBC 4 1673

CPBC # 81868
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Victoria & District Caller Teachers Association

Sponsored

ROUND DANCE PARTY

Sunday, April 12, 2026
1:30 to 3:30 PM

Colwood Community Hall
2219 Sooke Road

$7.00 per Dancer
Panel of Cuers
60% Phase |l ~ 40% Phase lll &IV

Non-Stop Dancing
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Mavericks Square Dance Club

74 Years

Friday, April 17,2026 7:30 - 9:30 pm

Cordova Bay United Church Hall
813 Claremont Ave, Victoria BC V8Y 1J9

b

https://TheMavericks.org
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2026 Freshman Frolic

Nanoose Place
2925 Northwest Bay Rd

Sunday April 26, 2026
1:00 — 3:00pm

- West Coast Square Dancing
Featuring a Panel of our Region’s
Caller Teachers

$10.00/person

Come out & Rollick at the ‘Frolic
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Mavericks Square Dance Club

By Bupee

l&@@@ & w@@@@

ARt

Friday, May 1, 2026 7:30 - 9:30 pm

Cordova Bay United Church Hall
813 Claremont Ave, Victoria BC V8Y 1J9

@{r ®
2 I{ﬁ,

https://TheMaverlcks org
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Frontier Twirlers Square Dance Club

;{ Let’s Dance Around *
: the World
%a 7:30 - 8:00 Plus Dancing fb

® 8:00 - 9:45 Mainstream and I
Round Dancing )

Caller: Garry Dodds

Where: Colwood Community Hall, 2219 Sooke Rd
When: Saturday, May 2nd 2026 from 7:30pm-9:45pm Cuer: Pat Zeeman

Cross the Equatoron the Dance FO°°  hitps://frontiertwirlers.weebly.com/

n Find us on Facebook& Groups

Page 39
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: SPRING
ROUND-UP

Colwood Community Hall
2219 Sooke Road, Victoria, BC

SUNDAY, MAY 3, 2026

Pre-Rounds —1:30 to 2:00 PM
Banner Parade & Mainstream Dance
2:00 to 4:15 PM

Panel of Callers and Cuers

Admission: $7.00 per Dancer at the Door

New Dancers Half Price
(Exact amount appreciated)

Light refreshments available. Please bring your own mug.
Sponsored by the Victoria & District Caller Teachers Association and the
Lower Vancouver Island Western Square & Round Dance Association
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The Country Cousin

“The Way We Were”

Cowe join us to celebrate the club's

70 years of Pancing

Saturday, May 9th, 2026
Special Location - Colwood Comwmunity Hall
2219 Sooke Rd, Colwood, BC
Special Time - 3:00pm - 5:00 pm
Our Caller: Kirk Rockerbhie
And some guest callers and cuers




: | i‘ =2 ';
with the
RIPPLE ROCKETS
+ |
‘ May 15, 16 *
Join us for a fun weekend of /1

. Syume § Gound Dancing |

!

. = Quinsam Hall
#102 - 2005 Eagle Drive

| .~ Campbell River
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Blast Off 2026

Blast Off
May 1516 & 17 2026

Friday May 15
Registration

Pre-Rounds
Square Dance

Saturday May 16
Registration
Introduction to Plus Dance
Registration
Pre-Rounds
Square Dance

Panel of Callers & Cuers

Sunday May 17
Crib Tournament
Round Dance
Registration
Pre-Rounds
Square Dance
Panel of Callers & Cuers

3:00 - 5:00 p.m.
6:30 - 7:00 p.m.
6:30 — 7:00 p.m.
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

10 - Noon

10 — Noon

6:30 - 7:00 p.m.
6:30 — 7:00 p.m.
7-9:00 p.m.

10 — Noon

1:30 — 3:30 p.m. Phase 2 +
6:30 - 7:00 p.m.

6:30 — 7:00 p.m.

7:00 - 9:00 p.m

Cross Trail News — April-May 2026
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Blast Off 2026

REGISTRATION $45 per per person for weekend
$10 per night for camping
Please print $40 if pre-register before April 15, 2026

Last Name

First Name

Address

Phone Number

Your Club

Caller or Cuer

Self contained RV parking (dry camping) showers not available
If camping please Pre-register by end of April

Please send cheque or etransfer to June Carlson

jhobbshouse@gmail.com
2929 York Road, Campbell River, BC VOH 1A3 250-923-0229

For billeting options please contact Marti @ 250-201-1366
martialkana@hotmail.com

Fragrance free event
Shirts required (long or short sleeves)
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‘THE VANCOUVER & DISTRICT CALLER/TEACHERS ASSOCIATION
. PRESENTS

1y

8= SPRING FLING v
PLUS DANCE <2
\ \‘

SUNDAY, MAY 31, 2026

THERE WILL BE A PANEL
OF CALLERS AND CUERS
COME OUT FOR A FUN AFTERNOON OF
PLUS DANCING WITH PHASE II 6 Il ROUNDS

KENNEDY HALL
8870 120TH STREET,
SURREY BC

Doors open 1:30 p.m.
’ PreRounds Phase Il and Il 2:00 %0 2:30 p.m.
Plus dancing 2:30 %0 4:30 p.m.

Tickets $10 each a¥ the door
COFFEE | TEA \ WATER ! COOKIES

g HEARING ASSIST | 50/50
P SINGLES BOARD

~ For more info. contact Wendy 778 878 4244

R
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B.C. Square & Round _ g& =oze
: ~@ERNTIGTON
Dance FEderatlon Canadian National Square, Round & Clog Danee Festival

Callers School

July 10-14, 2026
Featuring

Barry Clasper
Toronto, Ontario
(Calleriab Accredited Coach)

Dottie Welch

Lawrencetown, Nova Scotia
(Callerlab Accredited Coach)

4 Instructors - 2 Rooms - 2 Programs (For the Newer & Experienced Caller)

For the New Caller: For the Experienced Caller:

¢ Mechanics of Choreography ¢ Improve Teaching Skills

e Formation Management ¢ Additional Resolving Ideas

e Teaching e Creative Choreography

e Resolution Techniques ¢ Develop Entertainment Skills

e Using Music e Calling beyond Mainstream

¢ Singing Calls e Lots of Mic Time!!

¢ Voice and Communication e Catering to Your Individual

¢ Timing and Body Flow Needs and Interests

e Smooth Delivery of Patter ¢ Mentoring New Callers
THE FACILITY

Okanagan College, 583 Duncan Avenue West, Penticton, B.C.

THE PROGRAM

The School starts on Friday July 10 at 7:00 pm and ends Tuesday (evening) July 14.

THE ACCOMMODATIONS

See B.C. Festival website for discounted rooms and Camping Information.
festival2026.squaredance.bc.ca

Co-ordinator Contact:
Garry Dodds garryd@dz-dancing.com or (250) 516-6525

Enroliment is limited, please register early!
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Registration Deadline June 30, 2026:

Name:

(first)
Partner:

(first)
Address:
Province:
Phone #: ( )

(last)

(last)

City:

Postal Code:

Email:

Include $500.00 (Five Hundred Dollars) for each caller attending with no charge for partners.
(Optional $100.00 Deposit) Final payments are due: June 30, 2026
Contact Garry for payment options including Cheques, E-Transfer and Credit Card (International Only)
Email or mail to: Garry Dodds, 4030 Raymond Street North, Victoria, BC, V8Z 4K8

Your CALLERLAB Accredited Caller Coaches:

Barry Clasper: Barry lives in Toronto, Ontario with his wife Pam.
They started dancing in 1973, and Barry started calling in 1984. Starting
at C2 he has since expanded in both directions and now calls from Basic
through C4. He's called at weekends and conventions in 8 provinces,
DC, and 26 states, as well as Germany, Sweden, Denmark, Japan,
England, the Czech Republic, Taipei, Beijing, and New Zealand.

In 2002 Barry became interested in coaching new callers. Since then
he has worked as a Teaching Assistant and Full Coach at many well
known schools including the Sturbridge school, Northeast Callers
School, Pocono Callers School, Alquire School, the Canadian Callers
College, several GCA schools, and the GSI school. Barry has also done
numerous caller clinics as well as many presentations at CALLERLAB
conventions. He has written extensively with articles appearing in
publications such as Zip Coder, American Square Dance Magazine, The
Call Sheet, the CALLERLAB DIRECTION, Alberta Chatter, and T&D
Topics.

Barry is a member of CALLERLAB, the Gay Callers Association, and
the Toronto and District Square and Round Dance Association. Within
CALLERLAB he is a member of the Board of Governors, served on the
Executive Committee (2011-2017), and is a Past Chairman of the Board
(2013-2015). In 2022 Barry and Pam were awarded the CALLERLAB
Milestone Award

Dottie Welch: pottie and Gary Welch live in the Halifax area of
Nova Scotia. They have attended all but two Canadian Nationals and
helped plan all five held in the Maritimes. As a math teacher and musi-
cian who had danced since childhood, Dottie began calling in 1983 for
an Advanced tape group. That expanded to include beginners to chal-
lenge squares, rounds, contras, schools, and various community
events. She has called in 9 provinces and 31 states

Dottie has been an active member of CALLERLAB since 1995, in-
cluding Chair of Choreographic Applications since 2004, Community
Dance Journal editor since 2004 and CD Leader Seminar staff since
2007, Board Member since 2014, Executive Committee member 2017-
2021, Accredited Caller Coach since 2019, Vice Chair of Definitions
since 2020, and recipient of the Milestone Award in 2022. Dottie is also
on the Board of ContraLab and editor of their Quarterly.

Having been involved in training Maritime callers since 1990, Dottie
organized and taught at the first Alguire School in 2003 and continued
that biennially until Covid and since then via Zoom. She has also
taught at the Ontario Mini-Lab, for the Alberta Callers, at the Northeast
Callers School, and the GSI School, as well as presenting workshops
locally and at Cdn. and US Nationals and CALLERLAB Conventions.

Much of this work is focused on organizing and passing along
knowledge about our world-wide recreation. We encourage you to
share in and benefit from that process.

Your Assistant |

nstructors:

Lorne Smith: Lome & Barb are from Calgary, Alberta and have been
dancing since 1967 and a Caller and Cuer since 1986. He calls from basics
through to C-1 & cues Phase 2 & 3 rounds

He's worked on many Alberta Provincial and Canadian National Conventions. He
served as the Program Chair for the 2004 Canadian National Convention that was
held in Calgary, Alberta. Also, he was the Program Chair for the 2007 & 2012
Alberta Conventions. Recently Lorne & Barb were the chair couple for the 2024
Canadian National Convention.

Lome is currently a member of the Calgary Callers Association, Square & Round
Dance Instructor's Association of Alberta & is an Accredited Calledab member.
Lome & Barb have received the Alberta Rose award & the Canadian Society
Award of Excellence.

From 2005 to 2017, Lorne has teamed up with a number of callers to conduct 9
Alberta Callers Schools. Recently Lorne conducted monthly Caller Zoom Sessions
from June-December 2025 trainina newer callers from all parts of the world.

Garry Dodds: Garry started calling in 1965. After moving to Victoria

he got his first club in 1969. Over the years he has called provincially and
internationally and currently calls and teaches Basics through Advanced.

Invited to join Calleriab in 1978, he is currently serving on several committees
including the Caller Training Committee. Garry was among the early callers to
earn Accreditation as a General Caller.

Garry mentored his first new caller in 1974 and after attending Bill Peters and
Jim Mayo’s Super School for caller coaches, he has assisted Darryl Clendenin
and Jerry Junck with the Cascade Caller's School (since 1977 both officially and
as a volunteer) and conducted season long Caller's Schools on Vancouver
Island.

Garry and Pat are BC Directors to the CSRDS and Garry is Vice-President of
the CSRDS. Garry is currently Vice-President and Workshop Coordinator for the
Victoria and District Caller Teachers Assn. and Pat is Secretary.

Garry's areas of focus include smooth choreography and teaching techniques
for teaching new dancers.

_DANCE PARTNER IS GREATLY APPRECIATED TO ASSIST AT ALL SESSIONS.
Provincial Federation or Canadian Society Bursary may apply.
For more information contact: Garry Dodds (School Coordinator)
Phone: (250) 516-6525 Email: garryd@dz-dancing.com
B.C. Federation Callers School, July 10-14, 2026
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PENTICTON
British (30\1311‘1;)11&, Canada

% July 15th - 18th
2026
Canadion Notional

Square, Round € Clog
Donce Festival

squaredance.bhc.ca

A PENTICTON TRADE ano
v CONVENTION CENTRE

Come to Penticton, with its rich history of square dancing,

Host of the Peach Festival Square Dance Jamboree for over 60 years.

Enjoy square dancing in Okanagan Lake, floating down the canal joining two
beautiful lakes, wine tasting tours, bountiful orchards and dancing

with friends old and new.

Welcome to the Okanagan!!
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July 24- 25, 2026

Friday

Dancing 7:00pm — 9:00pm
Caller/Cuer: Jake and Diana Ring
$10.00 at the door

Saturday
Dancing 7:00pm — 9:00pm
Callers: Jake and Diana Ring
Lorne & Barb Clayton
Cuers: Diana and Jake Ring
Stacey Ruegg
$10.00 at the door

Campfire After Saturday Night Dance

Gather around the Fire
Hot/Cold Drinks and Snacks
Music and Song

**New Venue:

Union Bay Community Hall
5401 South Island Highway
Air Conditioned Hall Yippee

Sunday Stay and Play

* Winery and Brewery Tours
o 40 Knots Winery

e Ocean and Forest Walks
o Seal Bay Park
o Kye Bay

e Visit Mt. Washington
o Hike, Zipline, Cycle

Camping
e RV parking on site
e Bathroom available
e $10 per night
e Please reserve your RV space
and/or request billeting
Contact:705-930-8487 (David)

OCEAN WAVES

SQUARE DANCE CLUB

omax Valley. BC

Cross Trail News — April-May 2026
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The Powell River Star Dusters’

Across the Pond Weekend
Aug. 20,21, & 22,2026

Three Evenings ...

- Thurs - Panel... 800 to 10:00 pm

- Fri - Beach Party with Gord & Deb... Starts 7:30 pm
- Sat- Pot Luck starts at 6:00 pm

- Sat - with Kirk, Gord & Stacey... 7:00 to 10:00 pm

Day Dancing:
Sat - Panel ... 10:00 am‘til Noon
Sat - RD workshop with Connie... 1:30 to 3:00pm

ThisYear’s Line Up

Kirk Connie Deb Stacey Gord
Rockerbie Ritchie Schmidt Ruegg Ruedig

Plus a Panel of Traveling Callers and Cuers
All events take place at the Star Dusters Hall
5399 Timberlane Avenue
Except: Friday Night Beach Party at the
Willingdon Beach Pavilion
4845 Marine Avenue (Hwy 101)

. No need to pre-register !
. Pay at the door when you arrive
. Cost for the Weekend: $30.00 per person
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CROSS TRAIL NEWS

Official Publication of the
Vancouver Island Western Square & Round Dance Associations

Serving Square and Round Dancers in the Lower and Upper Vancouver Island Regions
(British Columbia Square & Round Dance Federation Regions 1 and 8)

70 Years — 1954 to 2024




